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Dear Safefood-Online users, 

 

First of all, all the best again for the New Year, especially success and good health. 

 

In the December issue of our newsletter, you will receive an overall evaluation of the notifica-

tions in Safefood-Online (RASFF notifications and EU food fraud notifications based on the  

Monthly Food Fraud Summary Reports) from 2021. In addition, we inform you about further 

changes in Maximum Residue Limits (MRL) for pesticides. You will also find, as usual, in-

teresting links about food safety and food fraud. 

  

We hope that this issue of the Safefood-Online Newsletter will also be of interest to you and, 

of course, we welcome your opinion, as this is the only way we can improve. 

 

 

Your Safefood-Online Team 

 

 

1 Evaluation of the notifications in Safefood Online 2021 

1.1 Notifications, in total 

 

With 871 notifications the number of notifications (RASFF notifications and EU-Monthly 

Summary of Articles on Food Fraud and Adulteration) has increased in 2021 by 22% to 4885 

notifications (compared to 2020) and is at the highest level since starting the recording in 

Safefood Online: 
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1.2 hazards 

The increase in the number of notifications is mainly due to 2 hazards we have been reporting 

several times in 2021:  

 

Ethylene Oxide/ 2-Chloroethanol (ETO) and Chlorpyrifos (with Chlorpyrifos-Ethyl and 

Chlorpyrifos-Methyl).  

 

In total 891 notifications for both hazards in 2021 are reported. The two hazards are in second 

and third place behind notifications regarding Salmonella:  
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By far the most ETO no-

tifications are linked to 

sesame seeds (95). If the 

notifications on pro-

cessed sesame products 

are added, there were in 

total 117 notifications. 

The number of notifica-

tions may even be some-

what higher, since for 

some foodstuffs only the 

group, e.g., bakery prod-

ucts, was indicated and 

possibly also findings in sesame products may have led to the notification. There were also 

747

488

403

392

141

115

59

52

51

45

0 100 200 300 400 500 600 700 800

SALMONELLA

ETHYLENE OXID/ 2-CHLOROETHANOL

CHLORPYRIFOS

AFLATOXINS

LISTERIA

USE OF BAMBOO

MERCURY

POOR TEMPERATURE CONTROL

SHIGATOXIN-PRODUCING ESCHERICHIA COLI

MOULDS

notifications

2021: TOP 10 hazards

95

45

28

24

10

8

8

0 20 40 60 80 100

SESAM SEEDS

FOOD SUPPLEMENT

E 410 - LOCUST BEAN GUM

ICE CREAM

E 412 - GUAR GUM

E 415 - XANTHAN GUM

STABILISER

notifications

2021: Ethylene oxid/ 2-Chloroethanol



Safefood-Online 
Identify risks and increase opportunities  

 

page 4/11 

many notifications on food supplements (45 reports), locust bean gum (E 410) with 28 notifi-

cations, ice cream with 24 notifications). There were 10 notifications for guar gum (E412).  

To complete the picture, we would like to add that ice cream was so often mentioned because 

ingredients contained therein (such as stabilizers) were treated with ETO. 

 

Chlorpyrifos-notifications by food: 

 

The most notifications for 

chlorpyrifos or chlorpyri-

fos-ethyl and chlorpyri-

fos-methyl were for or-

anges, mandarins and 

paprika. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1.3 Hazard categories 

The following graphic presents the notifications according to the hazard categories: 

 

 
 

The hazard categories pesticide residues (with ethylene oxide and chlorpyrifos) and patho-

genic micro-organisms are far ahead of the notifications on adulteration/ fraud, mycotoxins 

and composition. 
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1.4 Products and product categories: 

The following tables are showing the TOP 10 products and product categories by number of 

notifications: 
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1.5 Notifications according to the type of notification: 

The development of the notifications by type of notification compared to the previous year is 

shown in the following graphic: 

 

 

 
 

Changes have been noted in particular for "border rejection notifications" (+409 reports) and 

"information notifications for observation" (+320 reports). 
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Among the EU countries, notifications of articles from Poland, France and Spain are in the 

lead: 
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Most notifications from non-EU countries originate as in 2020 from Turkey, India and China, 

with India and Turkey switching places in 2021 compared to 2020. In 2020, there were 457 

notifications originating from India and 372 notifications originating from Turkey; in 2021, 

there are a total of 552 notifications originating from Turkey and 333 notifications originating 

from India: 
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2  Pesticides and Contaminants 

In December 2021, further amendments to pesticide MRLs were published in Regulation 

(EU) 2021/2202: 

 

- Acequinocyl 

- Bacillus subtilis strain IAB/BS03 

- Ememectin 

- Flutolanil 

- Imazomax 

 

in or on certain products. 

For further information, please refer to the linked Regulation. 

 

3 NEWS 

product/ issue content 

Food Safety Palmitic acid promotes the metastasis of cancer 

cells 

Food Safety Sweden assesses impact of climate change on food 

safety 

Food Safety EFSA: Annual report of the Scientific Network on 

Microbiological Risk Assessment 2021  

Food Safety Re-evaluation of thaumatin (E 957) as food additive  

Food Safety BfR: PFAS maximum levels in feedstuffs: BfR rec-

ommends improved analytical methods 

Food Safety Norway links hepatitis A outbreak to imported, fro-

zen raspberries   

Food Fraud Operation finds violations in Spanish food transport 

sector 

Food Fraud Why the Pandemic Was ‘The Perfect Storm’ for 

Food Fraud 

Food Safety EFSA: Implementation of the evidence‐based risk 

assessment for the re‐evaluation of Bisphenol A: 

preparatory work on cross‐sectional studies 

Food Safety MOSHs/ MOAHs 

Food Fraud The Avocado Oil Fraud 

Food Safety BEUC: EU food packaging laws fail to protect con-

sumers 

Food Fraud Combating Olive Oil Fraud Using GC–IMS and 

FGC-Enose 

Food Safety BfR: Bisphenol A in Everyday Products: Answers 

to Frequently Asked Questions 

Food Safety BfR: Fruits of fear 

https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/PDF/?uri=OJ:L:2021:446:FULL&from=EN
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/PDF/?uri=OJ:L:2021:446:FULL&from=EN
https://medicaltrend.org/2021/12/08/nature-palmitic-acid-promotes-the-metastasis-of-cancer-cells/
https://medicaltrend.org/2021/12/08/nature-palmitic-acid-promotes-the-metastasis-of-cancer-cells/
https://www.foodsafetynews.com/2021/12/sweden-assesses-impact-of-climate-change-on-food-safety/
https://www.foodsafetynews.com/2021/12/sweden-assesses-impact-of-climate-change-on-food-safety/
https://efsa.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/pdf/10.2903/sp.efsa.2021.EN-7027
https://efsa.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/pdf/10.2903/sp.efsa.2021.EN-7027
https://efsa.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/pdf/10.2903/j.efsa.2021.6884
https://www.bfr.bund.de/cm/349/pfas-maximum-levels-in-feedstuffs-bfr-recommends-improved-analytical-methods.pdf
https://www.bfr.bund.de/cm/349/pfas-maximum-levels-in-feedstuffs-bfr-recommends-improved-analytical-methods.pdf
https://www.foodsafetynews.com/2021/12/norway-links-hepatitis-a-outbreak-to-imported-frozen-raspberries/
https://www.foodsafetynews.com/2021/12/norway-links-hepatitis-a-outbreak-to-imported-frozen-raspberries/
https://www.foodsafetynews.com/2021/12/operation-finds-violations-in-spanish-food-transport-sector/
https://www.foodsafetynews.com/2021/12/operation-finds-violations-in-spanish-food-transport-sector/
https://www.foodsafetynews.com/2021/12/operation-finds-violations-in-spanish-food-transport-sector/
https://www.foodsafetynews.com/2021/12/operation-finds-violations-in-spanish-food-transport-sector/
https://www.efsa.europa.eu/en/supporting/pub/en-6997
https://www.efsa.europa.eu/en/supporting/pub/en-6997
https://www.efsa.europa.eu/en/supporting/pub/en-6997
https://www.foodnavigator.com/Article/2021/12/16/MOSHs-or-MOAHs-in-food-Calls-for-zero-tolerance-as-toxic-mineral-oils-found-in-products-across-Europe-but-are-they-harming-consumers?utm_source=RSS_Feed&utm_medium=RSS&utm_campaign=RSS
https://newsconcerns.com/the-avocado-oil-fraud/
https://www.foodnavigator.com/Article/2021/12/20/Relict-food-packaging-laws-under-fire-EU-reform-to-safeguard-consumers-is-urgently-needed?utm_source=RSS_Feed&utm_medium=RSS&utm_campaign=RSS
https://www.foodnavigator.com/Article/2021/12/20/Relict-food-packaging-laws-under-fire-EU-reform-to-safeguard-consumers-is-urgently-needed?utm_source=RSS_Feed&utm_medium=RSS&utm_campaign=RSS
https://www.chromatographyonline.com/view/combating-olive-oil-fraud-using-gc-ims-and-fgc-enose
https://www.chromatographyonline.com/view/combating-olive-oil-fraud-using-gc-ims-and-fgc-enose
https://www.bfr.bund.de/en/bisphenol_a_in_everyday_products__answers_to_frequently_asked_questions-60837.html
https://www.bfr.bund.de/en/bisphenol_a_in_everyday_products__answers_to_frequently_asked_questions-60837.html
https://www.bfr.bund.de/en/press_information/2021/48/fruits_of_fear-291110.html
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Food Safety UK: United Kingdom Food Security Report 2021 

Food Safety Europe increases checks on melons after outbreak   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please forward your suggestions, questions and requests regarding this newsletter directly to:  

 

info@safefood-online.com 

 

https://www.gov.uk/government/statistics/united-kingdom-food-security-report-2021/united-kingdom-food-security-report-2021-theme-5-food-safety-and-consumer-confidence
https://www.foodsafetynews.com/2021/12/europe-increases-checks-on-melons-after-outbreak/
mailto:info@safefood-online.com
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Disclaimer: Despite careful content control we assume no liability for the content of external links. For the content of linked pages their oper-
ators are responsible. 

 

 

General use policies: 

 

1. The company safefood-online GmbH (in the following "safefood-online" called), Birkenweg.18 business address, D-68723 

Schwetzingen, operates under the Internet address www.safefood-online.de a website on the Internet, that provides information 

and communication. The object of the enterprise is the maintenance of an Internet database for the representation of risk assess-

ment and food safety. 

2. As a provider of a teleservice safefood-online personal information (details about personal or factual circumstances of an identi-

fied or identifiable person) will collect only so much or use as is necessary to execute the teleservice (stock data). The processing 
and use of inventory data for other purposes only if you as the user grant your express consent. Neither of us using the website is 

considered as consent, nor is the use of safefood-online-site of the issuance of your agreement. 

3. You have the right to have your consent to the storage, processing and use of your data at any time to revoke, effective for the 

future. The withdrawal may be made in writing or electronically. Do you want to withdraw your consent, please send an e-mail to 

info@ safefood-online.de 

4. Responsibility for Content 

a. safefood-online is to its own website content according to general laws. 

b. For third-party content that is hosted in the website to use, safefood-online is only responsible, it is aware of the con-

tents and the technical and reasonable possibility exists to prevent its use. 

c. Liability for external content, which is only accessible from our safefood-online, is excluded. The automatic and tem-

porary storage of external content due to user query is regarded as access mediation. We assume no liability or guaran-

tee for the content of Internet sites to which our website refers directly or indirectly. Visitors follow links to other web-

sites and homepages at their own risk and use them in accordance with the terms and conditions of those sites. 

d. Obligations to restrict the usage of illicit content according to general laws remains unaffected if safefood-online, 
while maintaining the secrecy of telecommunications pursuant to § 88 TKG of such contents and the bar is technically 

possible and reasonable. 

5. Legal Notices 
The company safefood-online strives to provide on this website is accurate and complete information available. However, it as-

sumes no liability or guarantee for the topicality, correctness and completeness of the information provided. We reserve the right, 

without prior notice, changes or additions to the information provided. 

6. Copyrights 

The content of this website is protected by copyright. Safefood-online visitors, however, granted the right to store on this website 

in whole or text and reproduce. For copyright reasons, the storage and reproduction of images or graphics on this site is prohib-

ited. 

 

 

 

 
safefood-online GmbH 

Birkenweg 18 

D-68723 Schwetzingen 
Phone: +49 (0) 62 02 / 92 36 97 

Fax: +49 (0) 62 02 / 92 36 96 

E-mail: info@safefood-online.com 
Internet: www.safefood-online.com 

 

Personally liable partner: 
Dr. Bernhard Müller 

 

Registered Office: Schwetzingen 
Commercial Register: Amtsgericht Mannheim, HRB 710365 

 

Sales tax identification number according to § 27a sales tax law: 
DE 274 106 454 

 

Responsible according to § 55 paragraph 2 RStV: 
Dr. Bernhard Müller 


