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Dear Safefood-Online user, 

 

In the new issue of the Safefood-Online Newsletter you will find actual topics from the World 

Health Organization (WHO) in the area of food safety. We also report about changes to the 

Maximum Residue Levels (MRL) of pesticides and activities concerning the food additive ti-

tanium dioxide (E 171). You will also find a summary of RASFF notifications and, of course, 

a media review on the topics of food safety and food fraud.  

Under "Questions and answers about the Safefood-Online database" we explain how to use 

the "Search" module to find information about a specific incident. 

 

We hope that the newsletter finds your interest and of course we are looking forward to your 

opinion, because this is the only way we can improve. 

 

Your Safefood-Online Team 

 

 

1 RASFF notifications May 2021 

As already mentioned in the last newsletter, in April the RASFF portal was replaced by a new 

RASFF database. The search mask is quite similar, but there is much more information avail-

able. A great feature is available to people who are authorized to receive a profile. In this 

case, additional information are visible e.g. the affected lot can be viewed and, if available, 

the quantities are also given. Another new feature is the indication if the product has been 

traded in the internet. This is a further step by the European Commission to ensure greater 

transparency in cases where consumer health is at risk by taking quick actions. 

 

Compared to 309 notifications in the previous month, the EU's RASFF rapid alert system rec-

orded 387 new notifications for May. 

 

Most of the notifications were related to the product category fruits, vegetables and pulses 

(102 notifications), followed by nuts, nut products and seeds (41 notifications) and dietetic 

foods, food supplements, fortified foods (33 notifications). In the product category fruits, veg-

etables and pulses, there were the most notifications due to chlorpyrifos residues (31 notifica-

tions), in some cases also multiple maximum residue limits exceeded. 
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As in April, peppers are again at the top of the reports selected by foodstuffs 40 notifications. 

10 reports each are due to acetamiprid and chlorpyrifos residues, 8 notifications are due to 

pyridaben residues. Food supplements are in second place with 26 notifications, followed by 

oranges with 12 reports, of which 11are also due to chlorpyrifos residues. 
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The hazard category pathogenic micro-organisms had in Mai 2021 the most notifications (92 

notifications), followed by pesticides (84 notifications), mycotoxins (48 notifications) and 

composition (34 notifications): 

 

 
 

With regard to hazards, the "front runner" in Mai is Salmonella with a total of 59 notifica-

tions. As before, there are many notifications (35) on chlorpyrifos (chlorpyrifos, chlorpyrifos-

ethyl, chlorpyrifos-methyl), with more than half of the notifications relating to peppers and 

oranges (see also the explanations on the TOP 10 products). In 14 cases, ethylene oxide was 

the cause of the notification. The number of reports on sesame seeds decreased (2 notifica-

tions). Ethylene oxide was reported for spices (5 reports), psyllium husks and amaranth (2 re-

ports each), coffee beans and guar gum (1 report each): 
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Even though the number of notifications has decreased significantly compared to November 

2020 to January 2021, potential risks from ethylene oxide and chlorpyrifos should continue to 

be taken into account in the quality assurance measures and appropriate actions should be 

taken. 

2 WHO activities 

2.1 Global Sodium Benchmarks for Different Food Categories 

The World Health Organization (WHO) published global sodium benchmarks for specific 

food categories on May 03, 2021. According to a study (Health effects of dietary risks in 195 

countries, 1990-2017: a systematic analysis for the Global Burden of Disease Study 2017), 3 

million deaths worldwide in 2017 were related to consuming too much sodium. According to 

the WHO, reducing sodium intake is an effective way to lower high blood pressure and thus 

reduce cardiovascular disease. The WHO had already set a target in 2013 to reduce sodium 

intake by 30%, but currently sees insufficient progress worldwide to reach the goal. The 

WHO recommends no more than 5 grams of salt per day. WHO believes that setting global 

sodium benchmarks is an important measure to further progress in reducing sodium intake. 

These benchmarks should help countries develop appropriate strategies. 

 

For more information and an overview of the proposed sodium benchmarks, see the WHO re-

port “Global Sodium Benchmarks for Different Food Categories”. 

2.2 (Draft) WHO Global Strategy For Food Safety 2022-2030 

The WHO has presented a draft global food safety strategy 2022-2030. In the strategy paper, 

the WHO states that the economic disparities within and between countries have increased. 

This is also the case for food safety systems. The goals are safe and healthy food and the re-

duction of foodborne diseases: 

 

- To support member states in taking action to reduce the incidence of food-borne illnesses 

 

- To promote global cooperation on food safety. 

 

Comments on the WHO draft can be submitted through an online platform until June 18, 

2021. 

3 Titanium dioxide (E 171): New Safety Assessment from the EFSA 

The European Commission asked EFSA to update its safety assessment of the food additive 

titanium dioxide (E 171). In the statement from May 06. 2021 EFSA concluded that the use of 

titanium dioxide “can no longer be considered as safe when used as a food additive”. 

 

After the evaluation of the available studies on the genotoxicity of titanium dioxide the Ger-

man Federal Institute for Risk Assessment (BfR) comes to the same conclusion as the EFSA 

(BfR communication of May 06, 2021).  

  

https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/30954305/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/30954305/
https://www.who.int/publications/i/item/9789240025097
https://cdn.who.int/media/docs/default-source/food-safety/public-consultation/draft-who-global-strategy-for-food-safety-13may2021.pdf?sfvrsn=ac480bb9_5
https://extranet.who.int/dataformv3/index.php/927856?lang=en
https://www.efsa.europa.eu/en/efsajournal/pub/6585
https://www.bfr.bund.de/cm/349/food-additive-titanium-dioxide-e-171-under-scrutiny.pdf
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4 Pesticides and Contaminants 

EU Regulation 2021/590 amending EU Regulation 396/2005 

 

EU Regulation 2021/590 of April 12, 2021 sets new maximum levels for certain pesticides: 

 

- Aclonifen 

- boscalid 

- etofenprox 

- lambda-cyhalothrin 

- maleic hydrazide 

- mefentrifluconazole 

- sodium 5-nitroguaiacolate 

- sodium o-nitrophenolate 

- sodium p-nitrophenolate 

- triclopyr 

 

The new limits entered into force on May 03, 2021. 

5 News 

Product/ Issue Content 

Risk management Risk management in food processes 

Novel food EU: Yellow mealworm approved as novel food 

CBD products UK: 4 children in hospital after eating jelly sweets 

with cannabis 

Allergen labelling UK: recall of ice lollies because not declared milk 

ingredient 

Cleaning in production Cleaning programmes and coronavirus control: 

what lessons have we learnt? 

Food Fraud Food authenticity: a global market 

Raw milk cheese, meat, honey Austria: Checks on raw milk cheese, eat and honey 

within the EU-Operation “Opson” 

Fish US: official warnings about illegally imported cat-

fish from Brazil 

Food safety WHO Europe: Safe and healthy food in traditional 

food markets 

sprouts Study at the danger of ambient water sprouting 

Organic products with algae (cal-

cium) 

EU law prohibits the addition of algae to organic 

foodstuffs for the purpose of their enrichment with 

calcium 

saffron Spain: organized crime group mixed imported saf-

fron with other herbs and chemicals 

Traceability FDA: low-or No-cost Tech-enabled traceability 

challenge 

Listeriosis ECDC: study about listeria monocytogenes 

https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/PDF/?uri=CELEX:32021R0590&from=EN
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S2214799320301739
https://ec.europa.eu/food/safety/novel_food/authorisations/approval-first-insect-novel-food_en
https://www.standard.co.uk/news/uk/children-surrey-police-epsom-south-east-coast-ambulance-service-cbd-b932832.html
https://www.standard.co.uk/news/uk/children-surrey-police-epsom-south-east-coast-ambulance-service-cbd-b932832.html
https://www.newfoodmagazine.com/news/146853/recall-roundup-6-5-21/
https://www.newfoodmagazine.com/news/146853/recall-roundup-6-5-21/
https://www.newfoodmagazine.com/article/146870/cleaning-programmes-and-coronavirus-control-what-lessons-have-we-learnt/
https://www.newfoodmagazine.com/article/146870/cleaning-programmes-and-coronavirus-control-what-lessons-have-we-learnt/
https://www.alliedmarketresearch.com/food-authenticity-market
https://www.foodsafetynews.com/2021/05/austria-checks-raw-milk-meat-and-honey-compliance/
https://www.foodsafetynews.com/2021/05/austria-checks-raw-milk-meat-and-honey-compliance/
https://www.foodsafetynews.com/2021/05/federal-officials-warn-public-about-illegally-imported-catfish-from-brazil/
https://www.foodsafetynews.com/2021/05/federal-officials-warn-public-about-illegally-imported-catfish-from-brazil/
https://apps.who.int/iris/bitstream/handle/10665/340954/WHO-EURO-2021-1854-41605-56825-eng.pdf
https://apps.who.int/iris/bitstream/handle/10665/340954/WHO-EURO-2021-1854-41605-56825-eng.pdf
https://www.foodsafetynews.com/2021/05/study-looks-at-the-danger-of-ambient-water-sprouting-and-solutions/
https://curia.europa.eu/jcms/upload/docs/application/pdf/2021-04/cp210069en.pdf
https://curia.europa.eu/jcms/upload/docs/application/pdf/2021-04/cp210069en.pdf
https://curia.europa.eu/jcms/upload/docs/application/pdf/2021-04/cp210069en.pdf
https://www.occrp.org/en/daily/14367-gang-made-millions-selling-fake-saffron-as-high-quality-product
https://www.occrp.org/en/daily/14367-gang-made-millions-selling-fake-saffron-as-high-quality-product
https://precision.fda.gov/challenges/14
https://precision.fda.gov/challenges/14
https://www.ecdc.europa.eu/sites/default/files/documents/European-listeria-typing-exercise-ELiTE-joint-report.pdf
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E. coli (STEC) ECDC: Epidemiological report for 2019 

Cadmium in chocolate Codex alimentarius: New maximum levels for cad-

mium in chocolate 

Salmonella infections US: increased infections of antimicrobial-resistant 

  

6 Questions and answers regarding the database Safefood-Online 

You receive a request from a customer about an incident and you don't know how to re-

spond because you don't know the incident 

OR 

As a company, you want to use a new ingredient for which you are not yet able to evalu-

ate the hazards (have there been complaints in the last 10 years, which countries of 

origin were affected?). 

I would propose to proceed as follows: 

Open the "Search" screen 

Enter the search term in the search query (AND). If I enter e.g. wine and spain (enter the 

terms only separated by a space) and define the period, I will get all notifications, so also e.g. 

crayfish in white wine brine and pork shoulder, because the database searches all words con-

taining ...wine... and ...spain....  

If the search term is enclosed in quotation marks, it will only search for that exact term (case 

insensitive). So I actually get only the notifications with wine and spain. Below the risk ma-

trix the details are visible in the list. On the link: details you can get more information (if 

available). 

In this way I can enter in the search query (AND). as many terms as I want. I can also com-

bine wine, spain, 2017. However, restrictions always reduce the number of hits. 

When I select the search query (OR), Safefood-Online searches all matches in the fields 

"product category, source of danger, country of origin, food and year". The more terms are 

combined, the longer the list with results. 

In the first step it is recommended not to narrow down the search too much, otherwise differ-

ent spelling will not be considered. It can happen that certain terms are available once in Ger-

man and then e.g. in English. Very important is here the hint: You can also choose in the list 

boxes (Add selection), in which all terms from all data sets are included. 

In the "Exclude" field, terms entered here are excluded from the search (in the case of multi-

ple terms, the entry is separated only by spaces). 

Further restrictions are possible by 

https://www.ecdc.europa.eu/en/publications-data/shiga-toxin-producing-escherichia-coli-stec-infection-annual-epidemiological
https://www.foodsafetynews.com/2021/05/cadmium-in-chocolate-limits-put-forward-in-codex-meeting/
https://www.foodsafetynews.com/2021/05/cadmium-in-chocolate-limits-put-forward-in-codex-meeting/
https://wwwnc.cdc.gov/eid/article/27/6/20-4486_article
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• Selection of the product category 

• Hazard category 

• with or without follow-up messages 

• food and/or food contact material and/or feed 

 

In the field "Output" the grouping of the records can be controlled by: 

 

• Hazard source 

• country of origin 

• Year  

• foodstuff 

For a first quick search, this mask is quite a valuable help, but it does not replace the display 

and export option to HACCP, Inspection Plan or Food Fraud. 

And now good luck with your search. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please forward your suggestions, questions and requests regarding this newsletter directly to:  

 

info@safefood-online.de 
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Disclaimer: Despite careful content control we assume no liability for the content of external links. For the content of linked pages their oper-
ators are responsible. 

 

 

General use policies: 

 

1. The company safefood-online GmbH (in the following "safefood-online" called), Birkenweg.18 business address, D-68723 

Schwetzingen, operates under the Internet address www.safefood-online.de a website on the Internet, that provides information 

and communication. The object of the enterprise is the maintenance of an Internet database for the representation of risk assess-

ment and food safety. 

2. As a provider of a teleservice safefood-online personal information (details about personal or factual circumstances of an identi-

fied or identifiable person) will collect only so much or use as is necessary to execute the teleservice (stock data) . The processing 
and use of inventory data for other purposes only if you as the user grant your express consent. Neither of us using the website is 

considered as consent, nor is the use of safefood-online-site of the issuance of your agreement. 

3. You have the right to have your consent to the storage, processing and use of your data at any time to revoke, effective for the 

future. The withdrawal may be made in writing or electronically. Do you want to withdraw your consent, please send an e-mail to 

info@ safefood-online.de 

4. Responsibility for Content 

a. safefood-online is to its own website content according to general laws. 

b. For third-party content that is hosted in the website to use, safefood-online is only responsible, it is aware of the con-

tents and the technical and reasonable possibility exists to prevent its use. 

c. Liability for external content, which is only accessible from our safefood-online, is excluded. The automatic and tem-

porary storage of external content due to user query is regarded as access mediation. We assume no liability or guaran-

tee for the content of Internet sites to which our website refers directly or indirectly. Visitors follow links to other web-

sites and homepages at their own risk and use them in accordance with the terms and conditions of those sites. 

d. Obligations to restrict the usage of illicit content according to general laws remains unaffected if safefood-online, 
while maintaining the secrecy of telecommunications pursuant to § 88 TKG of such contents and the bar is technically 

possible and reasonable. 

5. Legal Notices 
The company safefood-online strives to provide on this website is accurate and complete information available. However, it as-

sumes no liability or guarantee for the topicality, correctness and completeness of the information provided. We reserve the right, 

without prior notice, changes or additions to the information provided. 

6. Copyrights 

The content of this website is protected by copyright. Safefood-online visitors, however, granted the right to store on this website 

in whole or text and reproduce. For copyright reasons, the storage and reproduction of images or graphics on this site is prohib-

ited. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
safefood-online GmbH 

Birkenweg 18 

D-68723 Schwetzingen  
Phone: +49 (0) 62 02 / 92 36 97 

Fax: +49 (0) 62 02 / 92 36 96 

E-mail: info@safefood-online.com 
Internet: www.safefood-online.com 

 

Personally liable partner:  
Dr. Bernhard Müller 

 

Registered Office: Schwetzingen 
Commercial Register: Amtsgericht Mannheim, HRB 710365 

 
Sales tax identification number according to § 27a sales tax law: 

DE 274 106 454 

 
Responsible according to § 55 paragraph 2 RStV:  

Dr. Bernhard Müller 
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