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Dear Safefood-Online user, 

 

we are pleased to present to you today the first issue of the Safefood-Online Newsletter. This 

newsletter will be published monthly and will summarize and evaluate the RASFF notifica-

tions of the previous month with background information on the reasons for the notifications. 

You will also find information on news about pesticides and contaminants and links on topics 

around food safety and food fraud. 

 

We hope this newsletter will be of interest for you. 

 

Your Safefood-Online Team 

 

 

1 RASFF notifications March 2021 

In March 2021, there were 401 notifications and from January to March 1083 (in the same pe-

riod 2020 we registered 861 notifications). 

 

The product category fruits, vegetables and pulses had 90 notifications, followed by nuts, nut 

products and seeds with 46 notifications:  

 

 
 

In March 2021 the hazard category pathogenic micro-organisms had the highest number of 

notifications (84 notifications), followed by pesticides (78 notifications), mycotoxins (49 noti-

fications), and chemical/ industrial contamination (42 notifications): 
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The next table shows the products by number of notifications in March 2021. Food supple-

ments (22 notifications) and peppers (20 notifications) from which 7 notifications are caused 

by chlorpyrifos are the products with the highest number of notifications. 11 notifications for 

pistachios are caused by mycotoxins. 7 notifications for sesame seeds are caused by ethylene 

oxide (in addition 3 notifications for organic sesame seeds): 
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Ethylene oxide: 

 

Since September 2020, there have been in total 516 notifications for sesame seeds (conven-

tional and organic) in the RASFF rapid alert system. If we take a closer look at the sesame 

seed cases, we find that 95.5% of the notifications (493) are caused by ethylene oxide. In 

March 2021, there were still 17 notifications concerning sesame seeds or products containing 

sesame seeds. 

 

The highly flammable gas ethylene oxide (EO or EtO) is not only toxic, but also classified as 

mutagenic and carcinogenic. In the EU, there is a ban on its use in pesticides. There are re-

ports that ethylene oxide is apparently being used to sterilize food not only in India, but also 

in Vietnam, Egypt, Turkey and Burkina Faso. The gas EO penetrates through the packaging 

and sterilizes by alkylating DNA, necessary for cell reproduction.  

 

The German Federal Institute for Risk Assessment (BfR) published a health assessment of 

ethylene oxide residues in sesame seeds in December 2020. The first notifications in the 

RASFF are going back to 2008 (curry powder from India). Actually a wide range of foods, 

like sesame seeds, amaranth, onions, various spices and products containing these foods such 

as bread, cereals or spice mixes are affected. 

 

The following overview shows all notifications for March 2021 in which ethylene oxide was 

involved: 

 

bagel, bakery products, bread, bread products with sesame seed, buckwheat 

flour, chilli peppers, hummus, madras curry powder, nougat, onion powder, or-

ganic biscuits, organic ginger, organic lemon and ginger bars, organic sesame 

tahini, organic tofu and basil ravioli containing sesame seeds, peppers, psyllium 

used in chocolate milk bread, seeds mixture, sesame seed and grains used in 

bakery products, spice mixture with sesame seeds, sumac 

 

 

 

 

 

Each 1 

okras 2 

sesame seeds (conventional and organic) 10 

ethylene oxide (in total) 33 

 

 

Chlorpyrifos: 

 

In March 2021, there were 30 notifications for chlorpyrifos or chlorpyrifos-methyl. The most 

affected foods are: 

 

grapefruits 8 of 8 notifications 

peppers 7 of 20 notifications 

oranges 7 of 8 notifications 

mandarins 4 of 4 notifications 

 

After the EFSA determined in a statement published on August 28, 2019, that the two insecti-

cides chlorpyrifos and chlorpyrifos-methyl did not meet the criteria for renewal of the authori-

zation, the authorization was stopped by implementing regulations (EU) 2020/17 and (EU) 

2020/18. As a result, chlorpyrifos and chlorpyrifos-methyl are now banned in the EU. In 

https://www.bfr.bund.de/cm/343/gesundheitliche-bewertung-von-ethylenoxid-rueckstaenden-in-sesamsamen.pdf
https://www.efsa.europa.eu/en/press/news/chlorpyrifos-assessment-identifies-human-health-effects
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/PDF/?uri=CELEX:32020R0017&from=EN
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/PDF/?uri=CELEX:32020R0018&from=EN
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/PDF/?uri=CELEX:32020R0018&from=EN
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addition, the maximum residue levels for all food and feed have been lowered to the analyti-

cal determination limit of 0.01 mg/kg (Regulation (EU) 2020/1085).  

As a result of the ban in the EU, there are a lot of alerts and border rejections in the first 

months of 2021, mainly affecting non-EU countries (origin) such as China, Turkey and Egypt. 

In individual cases, levels significantly above 0.2 mg/kg were detected (i.e. peppers). 

 

The following table shows all foodstuffs for which chlorpyrifos was the reason for notifica-

tion since December 2020. In several cases, a mixture of different active substances was also 

detected: 

 

mandarins 29 

peppers 29 

lemons 25 

oranges 21 

grapefruits 14 

red grapefruits 5 

ground cumin 3 

pomelos 3 

grape leaves 2 

pomegranates 2 

sesame seeds 2 

grapefruit 2 

chilli peppers 2 

green tea 2 

coffee beans 1 

sweet peppers 1 

potatoes 1 

bird feed 1 

basil leaves 1 

grapefruit, lemons 1 

dill 1 

black eyed beans 1 

fennel seeds 1 

green coffee beans 1 

wine leaves in jars 1 

green peppers 1 

pepper 1 

Alternanthera sessilis, Centella asiatica 1 

peppers (Capsicum annuum) 1 

black tea 1 

dill tips 1 

kapiya peppers 1 

https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/PDF/?uri=CELEX:32020R1085&from=DE
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dried black fungus 1 

bananas 1 

spelt 1 

chillies 1 

wine leaves 1 

nashi pears 1 

cocoa beans 1 

organic argan oil 1 

 

 

2 News on pesticides and contaminants 

Thiacloprid: 

 

Thiacloprid is an insecticide (neonicotinoid). After EFSA concluded that thiacloprid is of con-

cern for health and the environment, the authorization for plant protection products containing 

thiacloprid was revoked by EU Implementing Regulation (EU) 2020/23 of January 13, 2020. 

Any expiry dates will end on February 03, 2021 at the latest.  

 

The last known exceedance of the maximum level for thiacloprid occurred in April 2020 in 

hops from Poland, the country of origin. 

 

Amendments to Regulation 396/2005 on maximum pesticide levels are published here: 

 

https://ec.europa.eu/food/plant/pesticides/eu-pesticides-database/mrls/?event=updates 

 

Residues in live animals und animal products: 

 

EFSA has published a report on the monitoring of veterinary medicinal products and other 

substances in live animals and animal products (EU, Iceland and Norway) carried out in 2019. 

A total of 671,642 samples were reported to the EU Commission. The proportion of non-com-

pliant samples was 0.32%, the same as in previous years. Compared to the results from 2017 

and 2018, non-compliant results were slightly higher in 2019 for antithyroid agents and ster-

oids. For chemical elements, non-compliance was higher in 2019 compared to 2018, but 

lower than 2017. Slight decreases were seen in 2019 compared to 2017 and 2018 for resorcy-

lic acid lactones, prohibited substances, antibacterials, anticoccidials, and dyes (Technical 

EFSA Report). 

 

 

3 NEWS 

Product Press release 

poultry Food Standard Agency (FSA) renews chicken 

warning: board discusses deadly Salmonella out-

break 

https://efsa.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.2903/j.efsa.2019.5595
https://ec.europa.eu/food/plant/pesticides/eu-pesticides-database/mrls/?event=updates
https://efsa.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/epdf/10.2903/sp.efsa.2021.EN-1997
https://efsa.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/epdf/10.2903/sp.efsa.2021.EN-1997
https://www.foodsafetynews.com/2021/03/fsa-renews-chicken-warning-board-discusses-deadly-salmonella-outbreak/
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mussels New Zealand Food Safety warned consumers to 

thoroughly cook mussels before eating after 2 per-

sons became ill (vibrio) 

meat Norwegian officials have traced the source of a Sal-

monella outbreak to meat from Germany 

fats and oils Researchers at the University of Bayreuth have de-

veloped a rapid test that can detect food fraud in-

volving olive oil within an hour 

milk In Italy traces of cow milk have found in „100 %“-

buffalo milk 

crustaceans Outbreaks of norovirus in Sweden linked to shrimps 

from Estonia have affected 100 people 

oysters Several outbreaks have been reported in France to 

eating oysters contaminated with norovirus 

lettuce An outbreak of Yersinia in Sweden has ended with 

iceberg lettuce as the suspected source of infection  

foodstuffs The number of food recalls in Finland increased for 

the fifth in row in 2020 

foodstuffs Salmonella outbreak on Norway sickens 20 people 

raw milk In Norway children sick after drinking raw milk 

alternative for caviar an alternative for caviar has been linked to a botu-

lism outbreak in Denmark 

foodstuffs Ireland sees food and allergen alerts rise in 2020 

analysis Energy dispersive X-Ray fluorescence spectroscopy 

(ED-XRF) as screening tool to help customs labora-

tories in their fight against food fraud 

apricot kernels More apricot kernels recalled for risk of cyanide 

poisoning 

spinach (frozen) Frozen spinach linked to as many as 100 illness in 

Slovakia 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please forward your suggestions, questions and requests regarding this newsletter directly to:  

 

info@safefood-online.com 

 

  

https://www.foodsafetynews.com/2021/03/vibrio-in-mussels-linked-to-illnesses-in-new-zealand/
https://www.foodsafetynews.com/2021/03/vibrio-in-mussels-linked-to-illnesses-in-new-zealand/
https://www.foodsafetynews.com/2021/03/vibrio-in-mussels-linked-to-illnesses-in-new-zealand/
https://www.foodsafetynews.com/2021/03/imported-meat-linked-to-salmonella-outbreak-in-norway/
https://www.foodsafetynews.com/2021/03/imported-meat-linked-to-salmonella-outbreak-in-norway/
https://www.securingindustry.com/food-and-beverage/rapid-nmr-test-detects-quality-and-authenticity-of-olive-oil/s104/a13154/
https://www.securingindustry.com/food-and-beverage/rapid-nmr-test-detects-quality-and-authenticity-of-olive-oil/s104/a13154/
https://www.securingindustry.com/food-and-beverage/rapid-nmr-test-detects-quality-and-authenticity-of-olive-oil/s104/a13154/
https://www.euroweeklynews.com/2021/03/13/euro-weekly-news-is-delighted-to-continue-to-be-able-to-bring-you-a-range-of-news-from-around-spain-in-english-and-global-news-live-as-it-happens/
https://www.euroweeklynews.com/2021/03/13/euro-weekly-news-is-delighted-to-continue-to-be-able-to-bring-you-a-range-of-news-from-around-spain-in-english-and-global-news-live-as-it-happens/
https://www.foodsafetynews.com/2021/03/norovirus-in-sweden-linked-to-shrimp-from-estonia/
https://www.foodsafetynews.com/2021/03/norovirus-in-sweden-linked-to-shrimp-from-estonia/
https://www.foodsafetynews.com/2021/03/france-investigates-norovirus-outbreaks-linked-to-oysters/
https://www.foodsafetynews.com/2021/03/france-investigates-norovirus-outbreaks-linked-to-oysters/
https://www.foodsafetynews.com/2021/03/yersinia-outbreak-linked-to-imported-iceberg-lettuce/
https://www.foodsafetynews.com/2021/03/yersinia-outbreak-linked-to-imported-iceberg-lettuce/
https://www.foodsafetynews.com/2021/03/food-recalls-in-finland-continue-to-rise/
https://www.foodsafetynews.com/2021/03/food-recalls-in-finland-continue-to-rise/
https://www.foodsafetynews.com/2021/03/salmonella-outbreak-in-norway-sickens-20-people/
https://www.foodsafetynews.com/2021/03/children-sick-in-norway-after-drinking-raw-milk/
https://www.foodsafetynews.com/2021/03/denmark-traces-suspected-source-of-botulism-cases/
https://www.foodsafetynews.com/2021/03/denmark-traces-suspected-source-of-botulism-cases/
https://www.foodsafetynews.com/2021/03/ireland-sees-food-and-allergen-alerts-rise-in-2020/
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S2666831921000102
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S2666831921000102
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S2666831921000102
https://www.foodsafetynews.com/2021/03/more-apricot-kernels-recalled-for-risk-of-cyanide-poisoning/
https://www.foodsafetynews.com/2021/03/more-apricot-kernels-recalled-for-risk-of-cyanide-poisoning/
https://www.foodsafetynews.com/2021/03/frozen-spinach-linked-to-as-many-as-100-illnesses-in-slovakia-recall-underway/
https://www.foodsafetynews.com/2021/03/frozen-spinach-linked-to-as-many-as-100-illnesses-in-slovakia-recall-underway/
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Disclaimer: Despite careful content control we assume no liability for the content of external links. For the content of linked pages their oper-
ators are responsible. 

 

 

General use policies: 

 

1. The company safefood-online GmbH (in the following "safefood-online" called), Birkenweg.18 business address, D-68723 

Schwetzingen, operates under the Internet address www.safefood-online.de a website on the Internet, that provides information 

and communication. The object of the enterprise is the maintenance of an Internet database for the representation of risk assess-

ment and food safety. 

2. As a provider of a teleservice safefood-online personal information (details about personal or factual circumstances of an identi-

fied or identifiable person) will collect only so much or use as is necessary to execute the teleservice (stock data) . The processing 
and use of inventory data for other purposes only if you as the user grant your express consent. Neither of us using the website is 

considered as consent, nor is the use of safefood-online-site of the issuance of your agreement. 

3. You have the right to have your consent to the storage, processing and use of your data at any time to revoke, effective for the 

future. The withdrawal may be made in writing or electronically. Do you want to withdraw your consent, please send an e-mail to 

info@ safefood-online.de 

4. Responsibility for Content 

a. safefood-online is to its own website content according to general laws. 

b. For third-party content that is hosted in the website to use, safefood-online is only responsible, it is aware of the con-

tents and the technical and reasonable possibility exists to prevent its use. 

c. Liability for external content, which is only accessible from our safefood-online, is excluded. The automatic and tem-

porary storage of external content due to user query is regarded as access mediation. We assume no liability or guaran-

tee for the content of Internet sites to which our website refers directly or indirectly. Visitors follow links to other web-

sites and homepages at their own risk and use them in accordance with the terms and conditions of those sites. 

d. Obligations to restrict the usage of illicit content according to general laws remains unaffected if safefood-online, 
while maintaining the secrecy of telecommunications pursuant to § 88 TKG of such contents and the bar is technically 

possible and reasonable. 

5. Legal Notices 
The company safefood-online strives to provide on this website is accurate and complete information available. However, it as-

sumes no liability or guarantee for the topicality, correctness and completeness of the information provided. We reserve the right, 

without prior notice, changes or additions to the information provided. 

6. Copyrights 

The content of this website is protected by copyright. Safefood-online visitors, however, granted the right to store on this website 

in whole or text and reproduce. For copyright reasons, the storage and reproduction of images or graphics on this site is prohib-

ited. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
safefood-online GmbH 

Birkenweg 18 

D-68723 Schwetzingen  
Phone: +49 (0) 62 02 / 92 36 97 

Fax: +49 (0) 62 02 / 92 36 96 

E-mail: info@safefood-online.com 
Internet: www.safefood-online.com 
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