Safefood-Online

Identify risks and increase opportunities

Dear Safefood-Online users,

in January 2024 Safefood-Online
recorded 389 new notifications. You
can find the evaluations under point1.

Point 2 "News on pesticides and con-
taminants” provides information on 4
regulations with new or amended
maximum levels of pesticides and on
the EFSA opinion on inorganic arsenic
in food.

News on the topics of Food Safety
and Food Fraud can be found under
points 3 and 4.

From the end of September 2023 to
mid-January 2024, the first Citizens'
Assembly of the German Bundestag
dealt with the topic of "Nutrition in
transition between a private matter
and state tasks" and presented the
following recommendations:

= What do citizens expect from the
state in terms of nutrition policy?
Where should it become active
and where not? What should the
state enable or facilitate?

What do consumers want to know
about their food and its origin?
What is included in transparent la-
belling of social conditions, envi-
ronmental and climate compatibil-
ity and animal welfare standards?
How detailed should such infor-
mation be so that it is helpful and
not confusing?

What do citizens think is neces-
sary for the development of a well-
founded knowledge in society as a
whole about the connections be-
tween nutrition and health? What
is the role of schools, for exam-
ple? What measures should be
taken to protect particularly vul-
nerable consumers?

How can citizens be better sup-
ported in their purchasing deci-
sions with regard to healthy nutri-
tion?

What fiscal framework should the
state set for the pricing of food?
How can food waste be stopped
and what can the state do about
it?
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LETTER

Further information on the legacies of
the Citizens' Assembly can be found
here.

Background information about the
Citizen deliberation in Germany
(lessons from the “Buergerrat Demo-
kratie”) can be found here.

We hope that also this issue of the
Safefood-Online Newsletter is inter-
esting for you and we are of course
looking forward to your opinion.

Your Safefood-Online Team


https://www.buergerrat.de/en/news/citizens-assembly-on-nutrition-decided/
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/09644008.2022.2088732

i Notifications in Safefood-Online: January 2024

In January 2024, the number of new notifications slightly decreased
compared to December 2023:

= January 2024: 389
= December 2023: 398
= November 2023: 432

The notifications from January 2024 are split as follows:

= Alert notifications: 101
= Border rejections 126
= Information messages 162
Note:

Only the RASFF notifications are included in the comparison, as the notifications from the EU Monthly Food Fraud Sum-
mary Report are not published until the middle of the following month.

With 84 notifications the product category fruit, vegetables and pulses is in first place in the evaluation by product cate-
gory. 52 notifications concerned findings of pesticide. 19 cases related to chlorpyrifos. The product category nuts, nut

products and seeds followed in second place with 58 notifications. 44 notifications were due to aflatoxins. The product
category dietary foods, food supplements and fortified foods follows in third place with 41 notifications:
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Notifications in Safefood-Online: January 2024

With 31 natifications, food supplements ranked first in the evaluation by product, followed by peanuts with 24 notifica-
tions (included 22 notifications due to aflatoxins). All notifications (18) concerning pistachios were also due to aflatox-
ins:

Notifications January 2024: Top 10 products
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In the evaluation of notifications by hazard category, pesticides are in first place with 81 notifications. 32 notifications
(40%) concerned chlorpyrifos. Pathogenic micro-organisms and mycotoxins followed with 67 and 64 notifications:

Notifications January 2024: Top 10 hazard categories
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Notifications in Safefood-Online: January 2024

In terms of hazards, in January the highest number of notifications were for aflatoxins (60). This was followed by notifi-
cations concerning salmonella (33 notifications) and chlorpyrifos (32 notifications):

Notifications January 2024: Top 10 hazards
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Finally, the evaluation of the notifications according to the country of origin of the products:
Notifications January 2024: top 10 countries of orign
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The highest number of notifications (49) was for products from Tiirkiye, including 13 notifications for figs and 9 notifica-
tions for pistachios due to mycotoxins. India and China are in second and third place with 27 notifications each.
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2.

Update on pesticides and contaminants

Regulation (EU) 2024/246

For:

= Pythium oligundrum strain M1
= Trichoderma atroviride strain AGR2
= Trichoderma atrovirde strain AT10

no specific maximum residue levels have been set in Reg-
ulation (EC) 396/2005. Therefore, the "default value" of
0.01 mg/kg was set for these active substances in accord-
ance with Article 18(1)(b) of Regulation (EC) 396/2005. In
the course of the Per-Review of the risk assessment, EFSA
came to the conclusion that it is not necessary to set max-
imum residue levels for these plant protection active sub-
stances.

With Regulation (EU) 246/2024 of 16 January 2024, these
substances were therefore included in Annex IV of Regula-
tion (EC) 396/2005 (List of active substances of plant pro-
tection products evaluated in accordance with Directive
91/414/EEC and for which no MRLs are required under Ar-
ticle 5(1).

Regulation (EU) 2024/331

Regulation (EU) 2024/331 amended Annexes Il and V to
Regulation (EC) 396/2005 with regard to the maximum
residue levels of:

= Oxamyl

in or on certain products were amended. For further infor-
mation, please refer to the linked text of the regulation.

Regulation (EU) 2024/342

On 23 January 2024, Regulation (EU) 2024/342 amending
Annex Il to Regulation (EC) 396/2005 as regards maxi-
mum residue levels of:

= Cyflumetofen
= Oxathiapiproline
= pyraclostrobin

has been published. For further information, please refer to
the linked text of the regulation.

Regulation (EU) 2024/344

With Regulation (EU) 2024/344a Annex Il to Regulation
(EC) No 396/2005 was mending and correcting the maxi-
mum residue levels for:

= mandipropamid

in or on certain product. For further information, please re-
fer to the linked text of the regulation.

EFSA: Update of the risk assess-
ment of inorganic arsenic in food

Following a request from the European Commission, EFSA
has updated its assessment of inorganic arsenic in food
from 2009. The long-term intake of arsenic is also associ-
ated with some cancers, in particular skin cancer.

The Margin of Exposure (MOE) for adults is low, ranging
between 2 and 0.4 for average consumers and between
0.9 and 0.2 for consumers with high intakes. According to
EFSA, this gives rise to health concerns.
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https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/PDF/?uri=OJ:L_202400246&qid=1706604088310
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/ALL/?uri=OJ:L_202400331
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/PDF/?uri=OJ:L_202400342&qid=1706604876463
https://efsa.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/full/10.2903/j.efsa.2024.8488
https://www.efsa.europa.eu/en/topics/topic/margin-exposure

NEWS - link collection

Food Safety

O

O

O

O

O

O

German BfR: Escherichia coli in flour - Second expert
discussion on sources, health risks and prevention

German BfR: Escherichia coli in flour and dough - What
is important for enjoyment without remorse?

German BfR: Food supplements for children - (not) a
good idea?!

DG Sante audits show Austria, Slovakia can improve
raw milk controls

Canada: infant formula recalled in Canada over possi-
ble Cronobacter contamination

DG Sante: Audit-Report regarding the system of offi-
cial controls relating to microbial safety of food of

non-animal origin

Exposure of U.S. adults to microplastics from com-
monly-consumed proteins

2023 in EU agri policy: A year of jams and roadblocks

USA: International Food Information Council (IFIC):
2023 Food and Health Survey

) EFSA: Risks for animal health related to the presence
of ergot alkaloids in feed

O UK: FSA Reports on Risks Posed by Labor Shortages
to Food Safety, Security

) EU Parliament gives first green light to new rules for
gene-edited plants

O A 10-year analysis of RASFF notifications for mycotox-

ins in nuts. Trend in key mycotoxins and impacted
countries
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https://www.bfr.bund.de/cm/349/escherichia-coli-in-flour-second-expert-discussion-on-sources-health-risks-and-prevention.pdf
https://www.bfr.bund.de/cm/349/escherichia-coli-in-flour-second-expert-discussion-on-sources-health-risks-and-prevention.pdf
https://www.bfr.bund.de/cm/349/escherichia-coli-in-flour-and-dough-what-is-important-for-enjoyment-without-remorse.pdf
https://www.bfr.bund.de/cm/349/escherichia-coli-in-flour-and-dough-what-is-important-for-enjoyment-without-remorse.pdf
https://www.bfr.bund.de/cm/349/food-supplements-for-children-not-a-good-idea.pdf
https://www.bfr.bund.de/cm/349/food-supplements-for-children-not-a-good-idea.pdf
https://www.foodsafetynews.com/2024/01/dg-sante-audits-show-austria-slovakia-can-improve-raw-milk-controls/
https://www.foodsafetynews.com/2024/01/dg-sante-audits-show-austria-slovakia-can-improve-raw-milk-controls/
https://www.foodsafetynews.com/2024/01/infant-formula-recalled-in-canada-over-possible-cronobacter-contamination/
https://www.foodsafetynews.com/2024/01/infant-formula-recalled-in-canada-over-possible-cronobacter-contamination/
https://ec.europa.eu/food/audits-analysis/audit-report/download/16327
https://ec.europa.eu/food/audits-analysis/audit-report/download/16327
https://ec.europa.eu/food/audits-analysis/audit-report/download/16327
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0269749123022352?via=ihub
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0269749123022352?via=ihub
https://www.euractiv.com/section/agriculture-food/news/2023-in-eu-agri-policy-a-year-of-jams-and-roadblocks/
https://foodinsight.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/05/IFIC-2023-Food-Health-Report.pdf
https://foodinsight.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/05/IFIC-2023-Food-Health-Report.pdf
https://efsa.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/epdf/10.2903/j.efsa.2024.8496
https://efsa.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/epdf/10.2903/j.efsa.2024.8496
https://www.food-safety.com/articles/9162-uk-fsa-reports-on-risks-posed-by-labor-shortages-to-food-safety-security
https://www.food-safety.com/articles/9162-uk-fsa-reports-on-risks-posed-by-labor-shortages-to-food-safety-security
https://www.euractiv.com/section/agriculture-food/news/eu-parliament-gives-first-green-light-to-new-rules-for-gene-edited-plants/
https://www.euractiv.com/section/agriculture-food/news/eu-parliament-gives-first-green-light-to-new-rules-for-gene-edited-plants/
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S096399692300460X?via%3Dihub
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S096399692300460X?via%3Dihub
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S096399692300460X?via%3Dihub

S NEWS - link collection

Food Fraud

K ; . i -
%) Pakistan: 500 litres adulterated milk wasted ) Pakistan: Food authority cracks down on sale of sub
standard meat

O US: Investigation of Elevated Lead & Chromium Levels:
Cinnamon Applesauce Pouches

O India: Food inspectors crack down on adulterated
products - 56 tons of sugar confiscated

O Spain: The Guardia Civils’ investigation, aided by Euro-
pol and the Italian Carabinieri, led to the seizure of

120,000 cans of tuna and 45,000 litres of oil

O US: FDA issues warning about certain supplements
with toxic yellow oleander
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https://pakobserver.net/500-liter-adulterated-milk-wasted/
https://www.fda.gov/food/outbreaks-foodborne-illness/investigation-elevated-lead-chromium-levels-cinnamon-applesauce-pouches-november-2023
https://www.fda.gov/food/outbreaks-foodborne-illness/investigation-elevated-lead-chromium-levels-cinnamon-applesauce-pouches-november-2023
https://www.dtnext.in/news/tamilnadu/food-officials-crack-down-on-adulterated-product-759649?infinitescroll=1
https://www.dtnext.in/news/tamilnadu/food-officials-crack-down-on-adulterated-product-759649?infinitescroll=1
https://euroweeklynews.com/2024/01/08/massive-food-fraud-uncovered-in-la-rioja/
https://euroweeklynews.com/2024/01/08/massive-food-fraud-uncovered-in-la-rioja/
https://euroweeklynews.com/2024/01/08/massive-food-fraud-uncovered-in-la-rioja/
https://www.foodsafetynews.com/2024/01/fda-issues-warning-about-certain-supplements-with-toxic-yellow-oleander/
https://www.foodsafetynews.com/2024/01/fda-issues-warning-about-certain-supplements-with-toxic-yellow-oleander/
https://minutemirror.com.pk/food-authority-cracks-down-on-sale-of-substandard-meat-179627/
https://minutemirror.com.pk/food-authority-cracks-down-on-sale-of-substandard-meat-179627/

Topic of the month

German Federal Office of Consumer Protection and Food Safety (BVL): “Pesticide residues”:

National reporting 2022

Ezivi§now
CRIUEFDE

“Pesticide residues in food”

Feedback

Please forward your suggestions,
questions and requests regarding
this newsletter directly to:
info@safefood-online.de

The Federal Office of Consumer Protection and Food Safety has published
the evaluation of the official food monitoring test results from 2022 on resi-
dues of plant protection products in food: “Pesticide residues” National re-
porting on plant protection product residues in food 2022.

According to the report, a total of 21,601 samples were analyzed for pesti-
cide residues in 2022 (of which 6,179 samples were analyzed as part of mon-
itoring and 15,422 samples were analyzed on a risk basis to check compli-
ance with legal regulations).

In summary, the BVL comes to the conclusion that food in Germany is only
slightly contaminated with residues of plant protection products.

In addition to the report, we would also like to draw your attention to the ta-

bles with the results of the national reporting on pesticide residues, which
have been published on the BVL website.
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https://www.bvl.bund.de/SharedDocs/Downloads/01_Lebensmittel/nbpsm/00_Berichte/NBPSMR_2022_en.pdf?__blob=publicationFile&v=4
https://www.bvl.bund.de/SharedDocs/Downloads/01_Lebensmittel/nbpsm/00_Berichte/NBPSMR_2022_en.pdf?__blob=publicationFile&v=4
https://www.bvl.bund.de/DE/Arbeitsbereiche/01_Lebensmittel/01_Aufgaben/02_AmtlicheLebensmittelueberwachung/07_PSMRueckstaende/01_nb_psm_2022_tabellen/nbpsm_2022_tabellen_node.html
https://www.bvl.bund.de/DE/Arbeitsbereiche/01_Lebensmittel/01_Aufgaben/02_AmtlicheLebensmittelueberwachung/07_PSMRueckstaende/01_nb_psm_2022_tabellen/nbpsm_2022_tabellen_node.html
mailto:info@safefood-online.de

Imprint

Safefood-Online =

Identify risks and increase opportunities

Safefood-Online GmbH
Birkenweg 18
D-68723 Schwetzingen

Phone: +49 (0) 62 02 / 923 697
Fax: +49 (0) 62 02 / 923 696
E-Mail: info@safefood-online.de
Internet: www.safefood-online.de

Disclaimer: Despite careful content control we assume no liability for
the content of external links. For the content of linked pages their
oper-ators are responsible.

General use policies:

1. The company safefood-online GmbH (in the following “safefood-
online” called), Birkenweg.18 business address, D-68723 Schwetz-
ingen, operates under the Internet address www.safefood-online.de a
website on the Internet, that provides information and communica-
tion. The object of the enterprise is the maintenance
of an Internet database for the representation of risk assessment
and food safety.

2. As aprovider of a teleservice safefood-online personal information
(details about personal or factual circumstances of an identified or
identifiable person) will collect only so much or use as is necessary
to execute the teleservice (stock data). The processing and use of in-
ventory data for other purposes only if you as the user grant your ex-
press consent. Neither of us using the website is considered as con-
sent, nor is the use of safefood-online-site of the issuance of your
agreement.

3. You have the right to have your consent to the storage, processing
and use of your data at any time to revoke, effective for the future.
The withdrawal may be made in writing or electronically. Do you want
to withdraw your consent, please send an e-mail to info@safefood-
online.de

4. Responsibility for Content
a. safefood-online is to its own website content according to
general laws.

Personally liable partner:
Dr. Bernhard Miiller

Registered Office: Schwetzingen
Commercial Register: Amtsgericht Mannheim,
HRB 710365

Sales tax identification number according to § 27a
sales tax law: DE 274 106 454

Responsible according to § 55 paragraph 2 RStV:
Dr. Bernhard Miiller

b. For third-party content that is hosted in the website to use, safe-
food-online is only responsible, it is aware of the contents and the
technical and reasonable possibility exists to prevent
its use.

c. Liability for external content, which is only accessible from our
safefood-online, is excluded. The automatic and temporary stor-
age of external content due to user query is regarded as access
mediation. We assume no liability or guarantee for the content of
Internet sites to which our website refers directly or indirectly. Vis-
itors follow links to other websites and homepages at their own
risk and use them in accordance with the terms and conditions of
those sites.

d. Obligations to restrict the usage of illicit content according to
general laws remains unaffected if safefood-online, while main-
taining the secrecy of telecommunications pursuant to
§ 88 TKG of such contents and the bar is technically possible
and reasonable.

5. Legal Notices
The company safefood-online strives to provide on this website is
accurate and complete information available. However, it as-
sumes no liability or guarantee for the topicality, correctness and
completeness of the information provided. We reserve the right,
without prior notice, changes or additions to the information pro-
vided.

6. Copyrights
The content of this website is protected by copyright. Safefood-
online visitors, however, granted the right to store on this website
in whole or text and reproduce. For copyright reasons, the storage
and reproduction of images or graphics on this site is prohibited.
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