
Dear Safefood-Online users, 
 
Safefood-Online recorded 455 new 
notifications in October, around 80 
more than in the previous month. You 
can find the evaluations as usual 
under topic 1. 
 
“News on pesticides and  
and contaminants" provides 
information on changes in two 
regulations with new or amended 
maximum levels for pesticides and on 
the reduction of nitrites and nitrates 
in food. We also report on four BfR 
opinions of the German Federal 
Institute for Risk Assessment (BfR) 
regarding: 
 
§ mercury in edible fish 
§  Pesticide residues in cereals 
§  Exposure assessment on the 

intake of dioxins, dioxin-like PCBs 
as well as PFAS through the 
consumption of fish  

§  Hexahydrocannabinol (HHC) in 
food products 

 
 
 

News on the topics of Food Safety 
and Food Fraud can be found under 
topics 3 and 4. 
 
We hope that also this issue of the 
Safefood-Online Newsletter is 
interesting for you and we are of 
course looking forward to your 
opinion. 
 
Your Safefood-Online Team 
 
 

NEWS 
LETTER 

Issue | October 2023 

 

https://www.bfr.bund.de/cm/343/fischverzehr-in-schwangerschaft-und-stillzeit-einige-fischarten-weisen-hohe-methylquecksilber-gehalte-auf.pdf
https://www.bfr.bund.de/cm/349/residues-of-plant-protection-products-in-cereals-no-adverse-health-effects-to-be-expected.pdf
https://www.bfr.bund.de/cm/343/expositionsschaetzung-zur-aufnahme-von-pcdd-f-und-dioxinaehnlichen-pcb-sowie-pfas-durch-den-verzehr-verschiedener-fischarten.pdf
https://www.bfr.bund.de/cm/343/expositionsschaetzung-zur-aufnahme-von-pcdd-f-und-dioxinaehnlichen-pcb-sowie-pfas-durch-den-verzehr-verschiedener-fischarten.pdf
https://www.bfr.bund.de/cm/343/expositionsschaetzung-zur-aufnahme-von-pcdd-f-und-dioxinaehnlichen-pcb-sowie-pfas-durch-den-verzehr-verschiedener-fischarten.pdf
https://www.bfr.bund.de/cm/343/expositionsschaetzung-zur-aufnahme-von-pcdd-f-und-dioxinaehnlichen-pcb-sowie-pfas-durch-den-verzehr-verschiedener-fischarten.pdf
https://www.bfr.bund.de/cm/343/hexahydrocannabinol-hhc-in-lebensmitteln-hinweise-auf-psychoaktive-wirkungen.pdf
https://www.bfr.bund.de/cm/343/hexahydrocannabinol-hhc-in-lebensmitteln-hinweise-auf-psychoaktive-wirkungen.pdf
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1. Notifications in Safefood-Online: October 2023 

In October there were again more new notifications in Safefood-Online  
than in the two previous months: 
 
§ October: 455 notifications 
§ September: 373 notifications 
§ August: 396 notifications 
 
The notifications are divided into: 
 
§ 120 alerts 
§ 137 border rejections 
§ 198 information messages 
 
Remark:  
Only the RASFF notifications are included in the comparison, as the notifications from the EU Monthly Food Fraud 
Summary Report are not published until the middle of the following month. 
 
The product category fruit, vegetables and pulses is still in first place in the evaluation by product category with 65 
notifications. 49 notifications concerned findings of pesticides, 15 were due to chlorpyrifos residues. The product 
category poultry meat and poultry meat products followed in second place with 46 notifications. 37 notifications 
concerned findings of salmonella. The product category dietary foods, food supplements and fortified foods is in third 
place with 43 notifications: 
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1. Notifications in Safefood-Online: October 2023 

With 29 notifications, food supplements are in first place in the evaluation by product, followed by rice and peanuts, each 
with 11 notifications. All notifications for peanuts concerned aflatoxins, while 7 notifications for rice were due to 
pesticide residues: 
 

 

 
In the evaluation of the notifications by hazard category, pathogenic micro-organisms are at the top with 111 
notifications, including 59 notifications due to salmonella, 13 notifications to listeria and 14 notifications to E. coli (with 7 
notifications on E. coli STEC/VTEC). In the hazard category pesticides, which follows in second place, there were 93 
notifications, including 13 notifications regarding chlorpyrifos and 6 notifications regarding chlorate (all notifications 
concerned chicken meat preparations from Thailand). In third place are notifications concerning mycotoxins with 30 
notifications, including 26 notifications concerning aflatoxins, 3 notifications ochratoxin A and 1 notification fumonisin): 
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1. Notifications in Safefood-Online: October 2023 

In October, the hazards with the most notifications were again due to salmonella (59 notifications), aflatoxins (26 
notifications) and chlorpyrifos (26 notifications). Most chlorpyrifos notifications (15) were reported for fruits, vegetables 
and pulses. There were only single notifications for the affected foodstuffs: 
 

 

 
Finally, the notifications are evaluated according to the country of origin of the products: 

 

In 34 cases, the products came from Poland. India is in second place with 29 notifications and France in third place, also 
with 29 notifications.
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2. Update on pesticides and contaminants 

 
 

VO (EU) 2023/2382 
 
Regulation (EU) 2023/2382 amended Annexes II and IV of 
Regulation (EC) 396/2005 with regard to maximum residue 
levels of: 
 
§ Carbetamide 
§ Carboxin 
§ Triflumuroni 
 
in or on certain commodities. The Regulation will apply 
from 25 April 2024. Regulation (EC) No 396/2005, as in 
force prior to the amendment by this Regulation, will 
continue to apply to products produced in or imported into 
the Union before 25 April 2024.  
For further information, please refer to the linked text of 
the Regulation. 
 
 

Nitrites and nitrates as additives: 
new maximum levels 
 
With regulation (EC) 2023/2108 of October 6, the 
maximum levels of the food additives nitrites (E 249-250) 
and nitrates (E 251-252) in food have been reduced. For 
most applications, the effective date is October 09, 2025. 
For more information, please refer to the linked text of the 
regulation. 
 

German Federal Institute for Risk 
Assessment (BfR): some fish 
species have high levels of 
methylmercury 
 
In its statement of October 11, 2023, the German Federal 
Institute for Risk Assessment (BfR) concludes that for 
women of childbearing age (15 - 49 years) the TWI 
(tolerable weekly intake) is exceeded when consuming one 
and 2 servings of shark and swordfish.  
 
Below you can see the number of notifications on mercury 
in the product category fish and fishery products from 
2010 to 2022: 
 

 

 
The following chart shows the notifications for mercury in 
sword fish from 2012 to 2022: 
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https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EL/TXT/PDF/?uri=OJ:L_202302382&qid=1698656845360
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EL/TXT/PDF/?uri=OJ:L_202302382&qid=1698656845360
https://www.bfr.bund.de/cm/343/fischverzehr-in-schwangerschaft-und-stillzeit-einige-fischarten-weisen-hohe-methylquecksilber-gehalte-auf.pdf
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2. Update on pesticides and contaminants 

Statement of the German BfR on 
pesticide residues in cereals 
 
Following the evaluation of EU-wide studies on pesticide 
residues, Foodwatch has published the report "The dark 
side of the grain". Residues of pesticides were detected in 
837 of 2,234 samples of unprocessed cereals and cereal 
products. According to foodwatch, the "high number" 
poses a health risk to consumers. In its statement of 
October 12, 2023, the BfR confirmed that "no adverse 
health effects are to be expected from pesticide active 
substances when used as intended. 
 
 

BfR statement on the intake of 
PCDD/F and dioxin-like PCBs as 
well as PFAS through the 
consumption of various fish 
species. 
 
In its statement of September 27, 2023, the German 
Federal Institute for Risk Assessment (BfR) estimated the 
intake of dioxins and dioxin-like PCBs as well as PFAS 
(perfluorooctanoic acid (PFOA), perfluorooctanesulfonic 
acid (PFOS), perfluorononanoic acid (PFNA), and 
perfluorohexanesulfonic acid (PFHxS)) from the 
consumption of various fish species based on currently 
available content data. For further details, please refer to 
the linked statement of the BfR. 
 
 

BfR statement on 
hexahydrocannabinol (HHC) in 
foodstuffs 
 
Like Δ9-tetrahydrocannabinol (Δ9-THC), 
hexahydrocannabinol (HHC) belongs to the cannabinoids, 
but only occurs in small quantities in the cannabis plant 
and is therefore mainly produced synthetically. HHC is 

currently not subject to the German Narcotics Act, but is 
found in products such as dietary supplements. The 
scientific data on HHC is still insufficient. However, there 
are indications of psychoactive effects. The BfR has 
published a statement on this topic on October 05, 2023. 
 
 

Glyphosate Update 
 
the European Commission's proposal to renew the 
authorization of glyphosate, did not receive a qualified 
majority in the EU Commission's Standing Committee on 
Plants, Animals, Food and Feed. The proposal will now be 
referred to an appeal committee, which is expected to 
discuss and vote on it in November. 
Germany, among others, abstained from the vote. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.foodwatch.org/fileadmin/-INT/pesticides/2023-10-09_foodwatch_Report_Dark_Side_of_Grain.pdf
https://www.foodwatch.org/fileadmin/-INT/pesticides/2023-10-09_foodwatch_Report_Dark_Side_of_Grain.pdf
https://www.foodwatch.org/de/foodwatch-report-jedes-dritte-getreideprodukt-mit-pestiziden-belastet
https://www.bfr.bund.de/cm/343/rueckstaende-von-pflanzenschutzmitteln-in-getreide-gesundheitliche-beeintraechtigungen-sind-nicht-zu-erwarten.pdf
https://www.bfr.bund.de/cm/343/expositionsschaetzung-zur-aufnahme-von-pcdd-f-und-dioxinaehnlichen-pcb-sowie-pfas-durch-den-verzehr-verschiedener-fischarten.pdf
https://www.bfr.bund.de/cm/343/hexahydrocannabinol-hhc-in-lebensmitteln-hinweise-auf-psychoaktive-wirkungen.pdf
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/statement_23_4962
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/statement_23_4962
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3. NEWS – link collection 

 
 

Food Safety 
 

R UK: Salmonella in pet food reports continue to rise 
 

R Japan: E. coli in milk behind large outbreak  
 

R Committee on the Environment, Public Health and 
Food Safety: Draft Report on the proposal for a 
regulation of the European Parliament and of the 
Council on plants obtained by certain new genomic 
techniques and their food and feed 
 

R Per- and polyfluoroalkyl substances (PFAS) exposure 
and thyroid cancer risk 
 

R ECDC/ EFSA: Three clusters of Salmonella Enteritidis 
ST11 infections linked to chicken meat and chicken 
meat products  
 

R How Temperatures Affect Food Safety   
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.foodsafetynews.com/2023/10/salmonella-in-pet-food-reports-continue-to-rise-in-uk/
https://www.foodsafetynews.com/2023/10/e-coli-in-milk-behind-large-outbreak-in-japan/
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/ENVI-PR-754658_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/ENVI-PR-754658_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/ENVI-PR-754658_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/ENVI-PR-754658_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/ENVI-PR-754658_EN.pdf
https://www.thelancet.com/journals/ebiom/article/PIIS2352-3964(23)00397-3/fulltext
https://www.thelancet.com/journals/ebiom/article/PIIS2352-3964(23)00397-3/fulltext
https://www.foodsafetynews.com/2023/10/how-temperatures-affect-food-safety/
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3. NEWS – link collection 

 
 

Food Fraud 
 

R Pakistan: drive against adulteration in food, especially 
milk  
 

R Portugal: Meat, supplements, and wine seized 
 

R Pakistan: Punjab Food Authority (PFA) raided against 
the adulteration of milk and disposed off 540 litres of 
adulterated milk 
 

R Pakistan: 27,000kg adulterated food items discarded  
 

R Netherlands: Police and the food agency have 
uncovered an illegal slaughterhouse 
 

R India: Delhi police bust two factories manufacturing 
adulterated spices 
 

R USA: „Modern farmer“:  It's time to stop 
underestimating the scope of Food Fraud 
 

R UK: Food fraud hotline created to tackle crimes 
 

R Opson Europe XII: Results of the Europol-coordinated 
operation between December 2022 and April 2023 
 

R Finland: Police is investigating fake food worker 
documents 
 

 

R Aston University and The Scottish Bee Company have 
teamed up to fight the not-so-sweet practice of honey 
fraud using a light-based technology to detect if honey 
has been blended with cheaper materials like sugar 
syrup. 
 

R Spain: Two arrested in connection with theft of 56 
tons of olive oil from an oil mill in Cordoba 
 

 

https://pakobserver.net/drive-against-adulteration-in-food-milk-planned/
https://pakobserver.net/drive-against-adulteration-in-food-milk-planned/
https://www.foodsafetynews.com/2023/10/meat-supplements-and-wine-seized-in-portugal/
https://www.app.com.pk/domestic/pfa-disposes-off-540-litres-adulterated-milk/
https://www.app.com.pk/domestic/pfa-disposes-off-540-litres-adulterated-milk/
https://www.app.com.pk/domestic/pfa-disposes-off-540-litres-adulterated-milk/
https://www.thenews.com.pk/print/1116590-27-000kg-adulterated-food-items-discarded
https://www.foodsafetynews.com/2023/10/dutch-authorities-investigate-illegal-abattoir-document-fraud/
https://www.foodsafetynews.com/2023/10/dutch-authorities-investigate-illegal-abattoir-document-fraud/
https://www.newindianexpress.com/cities/delhi/2023/oct/07/delhi-police-bust-two-factories-manufacturing-adulterated-spices-2621687.html
https://www.newindianexpress.com/cities/delhi/2023/oct/07/delhi-police-bust-two-factories-manufacturing-adulterated-spices-2621687.html
https://modernfarmer.com/2023/10/opinion-food-fraud/
https://modernfarmer.com/2023/10/opinion-food-fraud/
https://news.sky.com/story/food-fraud-hotline-created-to-tackle-crimes-12981711
https://www.europol.europa.eu/media-press/newsroom/news/eur-30-million-worth-of-seizures-in-first-opson-europe
https://www.europol.europa.eu/media-press/newsroom/news/eur-30-million-worth-of-seizures-in-first-opson-europe
https://www.foodsafetynews.com/2023/10/police-in-finland-investigate-fake-food-worker-documents/
https://www.foodsafetynews.com/2023/10/police-in-finland-investigate-fake-food-worker-documents/
https://www.securingindustry.com/food-and-beverage/uk-project-aims-to-take-sting-out-of-honey-fraud/s104/a15703/
https://www.securingindustry.com/food-and-beverage/uk-project-aims-to-take-sting-out-of-honey-fraud/s104/a15703/
https://www.securingindustry.com/food-and-beverage/uk-project-aims-to-take-sting-out-of-honey-fraud/s104/a15703/
https://www.securingindustry.com/food-and-beverage/uk-project-aims-to-take-sting-out-of-honey-fraud/s104/a15703/
https://www.securingindustry.com/food-and-beverage/uk-project-aims-to-take-sting-out-of-honey-fraud/s104/a15703/
https://euroweeklynews.com/2023/10/29/two-arrested-connection-theft-56-tons-olive-oil-cordoban-oil-mill/
https://euroweeklynews.com/2023/10/29/two-arrested-connection-theft-56-tons-olive-oil-cordoban-oil-mill/
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4. Topic of the month 

Germany’s 2023 Nutrition Report (German Federal Ministry of Food and Agriculture) 
 

The German Federal Ministry of Food and Agriculture (BMEL) presented 
recently the Nutrition Report 2023: 
 
§ These were the main points in the survey: 

 
§ What is important when eating? 
§ How often consumers are cooking during the week? 
§ What we eat every day 
§ How often are vegetarian or vegan alternatives to animal products 

purchased? 
§ What are the most important criteria when choosing food? 
§ Which information on food packaging is very important or important? 
§ Labels on food products 
§ Perception of the Nutri-Score 
§ What is important when eating out of home? 
§ Expectations of politics and business 
§ What is important to consumers regarding farming? 
§ Possible actions from consumers' perspective to feed a growing world 

population  
 
45% of the participants in the survey like cooking with fresh ingredients every 
day, 74% said they enjoy cooking. 
 
In the 2016 Nutrition Report (the data for the 2016 Nutrition Report came 
from the survey in October 2015), 34% still said they are eating meat or 
sausages every day. In the survey for the current Nutrition Report, this figure 
decreased to 20%. 
In parallel, the proportion of consumers eating vegetarian or vegan 
alternatives to animal products doubled from 5% to 10%. Here, age is also 
playing a key role: while 65% of respondents older than 60 have not yet 
purchased such products, the figure for those aged up to 29 was only 19%. 
 
When buying processed or ready-to-eat products, 62% of the participants 
said, they are paying attention to the sugar content, compared to 49% for the 
fat content and 29% for the salt content. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Source: BMEL 

Source: BMEL 

Source: BMEL 
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4. Topic of the month 

The results on the Nutri-Score as a purchasing decision are also interesting: 
84% of the participants stated that they were aware of the Nutri-Score when 
shopping, but only for 37% the Nutri-Score was a decisive factor in product 
selection. 
 
Against the backdrop of current food law developments in the area of genetic 
engineering (genome-edited plant products), only 27% are in favour of 
approving the cultivation of genetically modified plants. 
 
Note: 
All results of the forsa survey can be found on the BMEL website. 
 
Here you can find the nutrition reports from previous years (2016-2022). 
 

Feedback 
Please forward your suggestions, 
questions and requests regarding 
this newsletter directly to:  
info@safefood-online.de 

Source: BMEL 

https://www.bmel.de/SharedDocs/Downloads/DE/_Ernaehrung/forsa-ernaehrungsreport-2023-tabellen.pdf?__blob=publicationFile&v=2
https://www.bmel.de/DE/themen/ernaehrung/ernaehrungsreport-ueberblick.html
mailto:info@safefood-online.de
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 Imprint 

 
 

 
 
Safefood-Online GmbH 
Birkenweg 18 
D-68723 Schwetzingen 
 
Phone: +49 (0) 62 02 / 923 697 
Fax: +49 (0) 62 02 / 923 696 
E-Mail: info@safefood-online.de 
Internet: www.safefood-online.de 

Personally liable partner:  
Dr. Bernhard Müller 
 
Registered Office: Schwetzingen  
Commercial Register: Amtsgericht Mannheim, 
HRB 710365 
 
Sales tax identification number according to § 27a  
sales tax law: DE 274 106 454 
 
Responsible according to § 55 paragraph 2 RStV:  
Dr. Bernhard Müller 
 
 
 

Disclaimer: Despite careful content control we assume no liability for 
the content of external links. For the content of linked pages their 
oper-ators are responsible. 
 
General use policies: 
1. The company safefood-online GmbH (in the following “safefood-

online” called), Birkenweg.18 business address, D-68723 
Schwetzingen, operates under the Internet address www.safefood-
online.de a website on the Internet, that provides information and 
communication. The object of the enterprise is the maintenance  
of an Internet database for the representation of risk assessment  
and food safety.  

 
2. As a provider of a teleservice safefood-online personal information 

(details about personal or factual circumstances of an identified or 
identifiable person) will collect only so much or use as is necessary  
to execute the teleservice (stock data). The processing and use of 
inventory data for other purposes only if you as the user grant your 
express consent. Neither of us using the website is considered as 
consent, nor is the use of safefood-online-site of the issuance of your 
agreement.  

 
3. You have the right to have your consent to the storage, processing 

and use of your data at any time to revoke, effective for the future.  
The withdrawal may be made in writing or electronically. Do you want 
to withdraw your consent, please send an e-mail to info@safefood-
online.de  

 
4. Responsibility for Content 

a. safefood-online is to its own website content according to  
general laws.  

 

b. For third-party content that is hosted in the website to use, 
safefood-online is only responsible, it is aware of the contents 
and the technical and reasonable possibility exists to prevent  
its use.  

c. Liability for external content, which is only accessible from our 
safefood-online, is excluded. The automatic and temporary 
storage of external content due to user query is regarded as 
access mediation. We assume no liability or guarantee for the 
content of Internet sites to which our website refers directly or 
indirectly. Visitors follow links to other websites and homepages 
at their own risk and use them in accordance with the terms and 
conditions of those sites.  

d. Obligations to restrict the usage of illicit content according to 
general laws remains unaffected if safefood-online, while 
maintaining the secrecy of telecommunications pursuant to  
§ 88 TKG of such contents and the bar is technically possible  
and reasonable. 

 
5. Legal Notices 

The company safefood-online strives to provide on this website is 
accurate and complete information available. However, it as-
sumes no liability or guarantee for the topicality, correctness and 
completeness of the information provided. We reserve the right, 
without prior notice, changes or additions to the information 
provided.  
 

6. Copyrights 
The content of this website is protected by copyright. Safefood-
online visitors, however, granted the right to store on this website 
in whole or text and reproduce. For copyright reasons, the storage 
and reproduction of images or graphics on this site is prohibited.  

http://www.safefood-online.de/

