Safefood-Online

Identify risks and increase opportunities

Dear Safefood-Online users,

In September, we had 373 new
notifications in the Safefood-Online
database. The evaluations can be
found as usual under point 1.

Point 2 "News on pesticides and
contaminants” informs about new
developments regarding bisphenol A
and glyphosate. In addition, we are
presenting 4 regulations with new or
amended maximum levels for
pesticide residues.

For news around food safety and
food fraud please see point 3.

There are currently posts in the social
networks about the consumption of
particularly spicy tortilla chips (Hot
Chip Challenge). In Germany the
“Sueddeutsche Zeitung”, among
others, reported under the title "This
chili chip takes children their

breath away” about this "test of
courage". Recently Forbes reported a
case in which a fourteen-year-old boy
died after eating extremely hot chips.

In this context, the German Federal
Institute for Risk Assessment (BfR)
published a communication on
September 7, 2023, titled: "Trial by
fire: Extremely spicy foods can be
harmful especially to children's
health."

The German BfR recommends
labelling chili and other seasoning
sauces as well as products with a
content of more than 100 mg

“61" CHip -

CHALLENGE

#HOTCHIPCHALLENGE

source: sweet-vibes.de
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Capsaicin/ kg food and providing the
packaging with child-resistant
closures. Furthermore, the authorities
are recommended to check whether
foods with a capsaicin content
greater than 6,000 mg/kg can still be
considered safe.

We hope that this issue of the
Safefood-Online Newsletter will also
find your interest and we are of
course looking forward to your
opinion.

Your Safefood-Online Team


https://www.sueddeutsche.de/wirtschaft/hot-chip-challenge-tiktok-trend-1.6181579
https://www.forbes.com/sites/brucelee/2023/09/09/14-year-old-dies-after-trying-the-paqui-one-chip-challenge/?sh=4329ebfa4a87
https://www.bfr.bund.de/cm/343/scharfe-mutprobe-extrem-scharfe-speisen-koennen-besonders-kindern-gesundheitlich-schaden.pdf

(M Notifications in Safefood-Online: September 2023

In the Safefood online database, the number of new notifications
decreased slightly compared to August:

= September: 373 notifications
= August: 396 notifications

The notifications are divided into:
= 108 alert notifications

= 132 border rejection notifications
= 133 information notifications

Remark:
Only the RASFF notifications are included in the comparison, as the notifications from the EU Monthly Food Fraud
Summary Report are not published until the middle of the following month.

As in the previous month, the product category fruits, vegetables and pulses is leading with 56 notifications. The number
of notifications in the product group nuts, nut products and seeds is more than doubled (22 notifications in August and
51 notifications in September) This brings this product category to second place. Most of the notifications (28)
concerned sesame seeds mainly due to the lack of official certificates (19 cases). The products originated from Nigeria,
Sudan and Ethiopia:
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Notifications in Safefood-Online: September 2023

In September, sesame seeds are in first place in the evaluation by products with 28 notifications. As already mentioned,
missing official certificates were the reason for the notifications in 19 cases. This is followed by food supplements with
18 notifications and poultry meat skewers with 8 notifications. Here, all 8 notifications were due to salmonella findings:
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In the evaluation of the notifications according to hazard categories, pathogenic micro-organisms were again in first
place in September with 92 notifications, followed by pesticides with 65 notifications (including 22 notifications on
chlorpyrifos) and adulteration/ fraud with 28 notifications (note: in Safefood Online, the absence of official certificates is
assigned to the hazard category adulteration/ fraud):

Notifications September 2023: Top 10 hazard categories
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(M Notifications in Safefood-Online: September 2023

In the evaluation by hazards, notifications due to salmonella are again in first place with 65 notifications, followed by
chlorpyrifos with 22 notifications and the absence of official certificates with 20 notifications:

Notifications September 2023: Top 10 hazards
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Finally, the evaluation of the notifications according to the country of origin of the products:
Notifications September 2023: Top 10 countries of origin
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The highest number of product notifications in September came from Poland (29 notifications). This is followed by China
with 26 notifications and the Netherlands with 23 notifications..
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2.

Update on pesticides and contaminants

Bisphenol A

The European Environment Agency released a briefing on
bisphenol A on Sept. 14, concluding that "Current research
data show that public exposure to bisphenol A (BPA),
which is used in Europe from plastic and metal food
containers to reusable water bottles and drinking water
pipes, is well above safe levels and presents a potential
health risk to millions of people.

The Key messages from the bisphenol A briefing are as
follows:

= BPA s used all over the world. As a result, people are
continuously exposed to BPA released from food
containers and other everyday products.

= BPA can harm human health because it is an endocrine
disruptor that can alter how the hormone system
functions. It can harm the reproductive system and
negatively affect the immune system.

= Arecent Horizon 2020 research initiative (HBM4EU)
measured chemicals in the bodies of people in Europe
and detected BPA in the urine of 92% of adult
participants from 11 European countries.

= The levels of BPA measured in people's urine also
exceed recently revised European safety limits, raising
long-term health concerns for everyone.

The European Food Safety Authority (EFSA) published a
re-evaluation of bisphenol A in April. (see also the SFO
Newsletter from April 2023). As stated in the April
newsletter, the German Federal Institute for Risk
Assessment (BfR) is not supporting the TDI level of 0.2 ng
per kg body weight per day set by EFSA and has proposed
a TDI level of 0.2 nanograms per kg body weight per day.

In the context of the EEA briefing, it should be noted that
the BPA exposure levels measured in the adult population
from the HBM4EU studies are below the human
biomonitoring
guidance based on

the transient ;KULICY BR'EF
tolerable daily ____ m=p
intake (TDI) of 4 Bisphenols

pg/kg body

weight/day. If the new EFSA proposal from April 2023 for
the TDI (0,2 ng per kg body weight per day) is taken into
account, all measured values are far above of the HBM
guidance value derived from this new TDI (see also the
statement of the European Human Biomonitoring Initiative
(HBM4EU).

Glyphosate-Update

On September 20, 2023, the EU Commission presented a
draft regulation regarding glyphosate. According to the
annex to this draft regulation, the authorization of
glyphosate will be extended for another 10 years, i.e., until
2033 (see also SFO Newsletter July 2023 item 3.3). The
vote on the draft regulation is scheduled for October 12,
2023.
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https://www.eea.europa.eu/publications/peoples-exposure-to-bisphenol-a/
https://www.eea.europa.eu/publications/peoples-exposure-to-bisphenol-a/
https://www.efsa.europa.eu/en/efsajournal/pub/6857
https://www.hbm4eu.eu/wp-content/uploads/2022/05/Policy-Brief-Bisphenols.pdf
https://www.hbm4eu.eu/wp-content/uploads/2022/05/Policy-Brief-Bisphenols.pdf
https://food.ec.europa.eu/system/files/2023-09/pesticides_renew_glyphosate_regulation.pdf

2.

Update on pesticides and contaminants

Regulation (EU) 2023/1719

Regulation (EU) 2023/1719 introduced new or amended
maximum residue levels for:

= Isoxaben

= Metaldehyde

= Metarhizium brunneum strain Ma 43
= Paclobutrazol

Straight-chain lepidopteran pheromones.

in or on certain foods. For more information, please refer
to the linked regulation text.

Regulation (EU) 2023/1783

Regulation (EU) 2023/1783 introduced new or amended
maximum residue levels for:

= Denatonium benzoate
= Diuron

= Etoxazole

=  Methomyl

= Teflubenzuron

in or on certain foods. For more information, please refer
to the linked regulation text.

Regulation (EU) 2023/1030

Regulation (EU) 2023/1030 amended Annex IV of
Regulation (EC) No 396/2005 with regard to

= Bacillus amyloliquefaciens strain AH2
= Bacillus amyloliquefaciens IT-45
= Purpureocillium lilacinum strain PL11

For more information, please refer to the linked regulation
text.

Regulation (EU) 2023/1719

Regulation (EU) 2023/1753 introduced new or amended
maximum residue levels for:

= Pyriproxyfen

in or on certain products have been introduced. For further
information please refer to the linked regulation text.
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https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/PDF/?uri=CELEX:32023R1719&qid=1696518214077
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/PDF/?uri=CELEX:32023R1783&qid=1696518259026
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/PDF/?uri=CELEX:32023R1030&qid=1696518299085
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/PDF/?uri=CELEX:32023R1753&qid=1696518344906

NEWS - link collection

Food Safety

O

Mycotoxins in cereal-based products and their
impacts on the health of humans, livestock animals
and pets

UK: The government has confirmed a further delay to
post-Brexit border controls on animal and plant
products coming from the EU

China: Dangerous antibiotic-resistant bacteria found in
China's ready to eat foods

Australia: Rise in Listeria infections - Public health
officials in an Australian state are warning people

Netherlands: Significant increase in the number of
outbreaks sickened people in 2022

WHO/ FAO: Prevention and control of microbiological
hazards in fresh fruits and vegetables

Hundreds sickened in Spain by water contaminated
with parasite

Spain records Salmonella and Yersinia increases in
2022
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https://www.mdpi.com/2072-6651/15/8/480
https://www.mdpi.com/2072-6651/15/8/480
https://www.mdpi.com/2072-6651/15/8/480
https://ukandeu.ac.uk/explainers/the-uks-border-with-the-eu/
https://ukandeu.ac.uk/explainers/the-uks-border-with-the-eu/
https://ukandeu.ac.uk/explainers/the-uks-border-with-the-eu/
https://www.news-medical.net/news/20230910/Dangerous-antibiotic-resistant-bacteria-found-in-Chinas-ready-to-eat-foods.aspx
https://www.news-medical.net/news/20230910/Dangerous-antibiotic-resistant-bacteria-found-in-Chinas-ready-to-eat-foods.aspx
https://www.foodsafetynews.com/2023/09/listeria-rise-prompts-warning-in-australia/
https://www.foodsafetynews.com/2023/09/listeria-rise-prompts-warning-in-australia/
https://www.foodsafetynews.com/2023/09/netherlands-records-spike-in-outbreaks-in-2022/
https://www.foodsafetynews.com/2023/09/netherlands-records-spike-in-outbreaks-in-2022/
https://www.fao.org/3/cc7460en/cc7460en.pdf
https://www.fao.org/3/cc7460en/cc7460en.pdf
https://www.foodsafetynews.com/2023/09/hundreds-sickened-in-spain-by-water-contaminated-with-parasite/
https://www.foodsafetynews.com/2023/09/hundreds-sickened-in-spain-by-water-contaminated-with-parasite/
https://www.foodsafetynews.com/2023/10/spain-records-salmonella-and-yersinia-increases-in-2022/
https://www.foodsafetynews.com/2023/10/spain-records-salmonella-and-yersinia-increases-in-2022/

3.

NEWS - link collection

Food Fraud

O

O

Australia: Food fraud is a big money spinner paid by
consumers'’ trust and health

11 of the most faked foods in the world

China: Replacing beef, lamb with duck meat raises
concerns

Pakistan: Food authority seizes over 3000 kg harmful
tea leaves

Spain: 28 tons of food seized after alleged changing
of shelf-life dates

Italy: How the Italian mafia makes millions from tinned
tomatoes

Laser-induced breakdown spectroscopy (LIBS) to
detect Food Fraud

India: Food Fraud contaminating Indian food
ecosystem

O Authenticity tests in wheat flour

Australia: Food Fraud is on the rise

New Analysis Tools for Detecting Food Fraud
Ireland: In terms of food fraud, the Food Safety
Authority of Ireland (FSAI) was involved in 59

investigations, resulting in closure orders, compliance
notices, and seizures of various products

Safefood-Online Newsletter | Issue: September 2023 | 8


https://thenewdaily.com.au/finance/consumer/2023/09/04/food-label-fraud-australia/
https://thenewdaily.com.au/finance/consumer/2023/09/04/food-label-fraud-australia/
https://www.businessinsider.com/most-faked-foods-in-the-world-2023-9
https://www.laprensalatina.com/replacing-beef-lamb-with-duck-meat-raises-concerns-in-china/
https://www.laprensalatina.com/replacing-beef-lamb-with-duck-meat-raises-concerns-in-china/
https://www.app.com.pk/domestic/food-authority-seizes-over-3000-kg-harmful-tea-leaves/
https://www.app.com.pk/domestic/food-authority-seizes-over-3000-kg-harmful-tea-leaves/
https://www.foodsafetynews.com/2023/09/28-tone-of-food-seized-in-spain-after-alleged-changing-of-shelf-life-dates/
https://www.foodsafetynews.com/2023/09/28-tone-of-food-seized-in-spain-after-alleged-changing-of-shelf-life-dates/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ordThf9eDMA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ordThf9eDMA
https://www.laserfocusworld.com/test-measurement/article/14298887/laserinduced-breakdown-spectroscopy-addresses-food-fraud
https://www.laserfocusworld.com/test-measurement/article/14298887/laserinduced-breakdown-spectroscopy-addresses-food-fraud
https://hospitality.economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/speaking-heads/food-fraud-contaminating-indian-food-ecosystem/103804813?redirect=1
https://hospitality.economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/speaking-heads/food-fraud-contaminating-indian-food-ecosystem/103804813?redirect=1
https://www.foodmanufacture.co.uk/Article/2023/09/21/wheat-flour-fraud
https://www.thesenior.com.au/story/8328757/can-we-trust-the-food-were-eating/
https://www.technologynetworks.com/applied-sciences/articles/new-analysis-tools-for-detecting-food-fraud-377818
https://www.expresshealthcaremgmt.com/news2/food-recalls-down-but-incidents-up-for-ireland-in-2022/106438/
https://www.expresshealthcaremgmt.com/news2/food-recalls-down-but-incidents-up-for-ireland-in-2022/106438/
https://www.expresshealthcaremgmt.com/news2/food-recalls-down-but-incidents-up-for-ireland-in-2022/106438/
https://www.expresshealthcaremgmt.com/news2/food-recalls-down-but-incidents-up-for-ireland-in-2022/106438/

Topic of the month

Food Allergy Research and Resource Program (FARRP)

Food Allergy Research and Resource Program
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Feedback

Please forward your suggestions,
questions and requests regarding
this newsletter directly to:
info@safefood-online.de

Established in 1995, the FARRP (Food Allergy Research and Resource
Program) is a collaborative project between the University of Nebraska and
industry. More information on the goals and objectives of FARRP can be
found here.

FARRP provides extensive information on allergens on its website.

= Consumer Information

= FARRP Database

The FARRP database contains information on the allergic potential of foods
and was created jointly by the Institute of Food Research and FARRP and is
based on the EU project Informall.

= "AllergenOnline" database”

The AllergenOnline database contains an allergen list or sequence
searchable database to identify proteins that may pose a risk for allergenic
cross-reaction.

= General Information on Food Allergies and Sensitivities

» Thresholds for Allergenic Foods

= Regulatory Foods

= FARRP Publications

» Food Allergy Links

= Allergen Control in the Food Industry

Of particular interest is the overview of international regulations on allergen
labelling under "Legal regulations on allergen labelling". By clicking on the
corresponding allergens, you can see on a world map in which countries
there are regulations for the selected allergen. Next to this, FARRP displays in
a table sorted by country, which allergens have to be labelled in the
respective country.

Remark:

This information can only provide a first orienting overview. In individual

cases, the legal regulations of the respective country should always be
consulted.
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https://farrp.unl.edu/
https://farrp.unl.edu/for-consumers
https://farrp.unl.edu/resources/farrp-databases
http://research.bmh.manchester.ac.uk/informAll
https://farrp.unl.edu/resources/allergenonline
https://farrp.unl.edu/resources/gi-fas
https://farrp.unl.edu/thresholds-for-allergenic-foods
https://farrp.unl.edu/regulatory-situation
https://farrp.unl.edu/farrp-publications
https://farrp.unl.edu/food-allergy-web-links
https://farrp.unl.edu/allergen-control-food-industry
https://farrp.unl.edu/IRChart
https://farrp.unl.edu/IRChart
mailto:info@safefood-online.de

Imprint

Safefood-Online =

Identify risks and increase opportunities

Safefood-Online GmbH
Birkenweg 18
D-68723 Schwetzingen

Phone: +49 (0) 62 02 / 923 697
Fax: +49 (0) 62 02 / 923 696
E-Mail: info@safefood-online.de

Internet: www.safefood-online.de

Disclaimer: Despite careful content control we assume no liability for
the content of external links. For the content of linked pages their
oper-ators are responsible.

General use policies:

1.

The company safefood-online GmbH (in the following “safefood-
online” called), Birkenweg.18 business address, D-68723
Schwetzingen, operates under the Internet address www.safefood-
online.de a website on the Internet, that provides information and
communication. The object of the enterprise is the maintenance
of an Internet database for the representation of risk assessment
and food safety.

As a provider of a teleservice safefood-online personal information
(details about personal or factual circumstances of an identified or
identifiable person) will collect only so much or use as is necessary
to execute the teleservice (stock data). The processing and use of
inventory data for other purposes only if you as the user grant your
express consent. Neither of us using the website is considered as
consent, nor is the use of safefood-online-site of the issuance of your
agreement.

You have the right to have your consent to the storage, processing
and use of your data at any time to revoke, effective for the future.
The withdrawal may be made in writing or electronically. Do you want
to withdraw your consent, please send an e-mail to info@safefood-
online.de

Responsibility for Content
a. safefood-online is to its own website content according to
general laws.

Personally liable partner:
Dr. Bernhard Miiller

Registered Office: Schwetzingen
Commercial Register: Amtsgericht Mannheim,
HRB 710365

Sales tax identification number according to § 27a
sales tax law: DE 274 106 454

Responsible according to § 55 paragraph 2 RStV:
Dr. Bernhard Miiller

b. For third-party content that is hosted in the website to use,
safefood-online is only responsible, it is aware of the contents
and the technical and reasonable possibility exists to prevent
its use.

c. Liability for external content, which is only accessible from our
safefood-online, is excluded. The automatic and temporary
storage of external content due to user query is regarded as
access mediation. We assume no liability or guarantee for the
content of Internet sites to which our website refers directly or
indirectly. Visitors follow links to other websites and homepages
at their own risk and use them in accordance with the terms and
conditions of those sites.

d. Obligations to restrict the usage of illicit content according to
general laws remains unaffected if safefood-online, while
maintaining the secrecy of telecommunications pursuant to
§ 88 TKG of such contents and the bar is technically possible
and reasonable.

5. Legal Notices
The company safefood-online strives to provide on this website is
accurate and complete information available. However, it as-
sumes no liability or guarantee for the topicality, correctness and
completeness of the information provided. We reserve the right,
without prior notice, changes or additions to the information
provided.

6. Copyrights
The content of this website is protected by copyright. Safefood-
online visitors, however, granted the right to store on this website
in whole or text and reproduce. For copyright reasons, the storage
and reproduction of images or graphics on this site is prohibited.
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