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Dear Safefood-Online users, 

 

In January there were 316 new notifications in Safefood Online. With this newsletter you will 

receive as usual the monthly evaluations (point 1). 

 

Point 2 "News on pesticides and contaminants" provides information about five EU-Regula-

tions with amended or new maximum residue levels for pesticides and a proposal of the Ger-

man Institute for Risk Assessment (BfR) for the restriction of PFAS under the REACH Regu-

lation. 

 

Under points 3 and 4 we have again summarized the latest news from the media on the topics 

of Food Safety and Food Fraud. 

 

In the last weeks, the approval of insects as a novel food has been a topic in the media. Under 

point 5, we inform about the actual status of the approval. 

We also would like to draw your attention to the state-

ment of the BfR "Spelt can also trigger allergies - low 

level of public knowledge about spelt being a type of 

wheat”  

 

We hope that this issue of the Safefood-Online Newsletter will also be of interest to you and, 

of course, we welcome your opinion, as this is the only way we can improve. 

 

Your Safefood-Online Team 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.bfr.bund.de/cm/349/spelt-can-also-trigger-allergies-low-level-of-public-knowledge-about-spelt-being-a-type-of-wheat.pdf
https://www.bfr.bund.de/cm/349/spelt-can-also-trigger-allergies-low-level-of-public-knowledge-about-spelt-being-a-type-of-wheat.pdf
https://www.bfr.bund.de/cm/349/spelt-can-also-trigger-allergies-low-level-of-public-knowledge-about-spelt-being-a-type-of-wheat.pdf
https://www.bfr.bund.de/cm/343/auch-dinkel-kann-allergien-ausloesen-wissenstand-der-bevoelkerung-zu-dinkel-als-weizenart-ist-niedrig.pdf


Safefood-Online 
Identify risks and increase opportunities  

 

page 3/10 

1 Notifications in Safefood Online: January 2023 

The Safefood Online database had 316 new notifications last month. Compared to December 

2022 with 391 notifications this is a decrease of almost 20%. 

 

Note: Only the RASFF notifications are included in the comparison, as the notifications from 

the EU Monthly Food Fraud Summary Report are not published until the middle of the fol-

lowing month. 

 

Also in January 2023, the product group fruits, vegetables and legumes was in first place with 

47 notifications, followed by the product group nuts, nut products and seeds with 39 notifica-

tions and the product group dietetic foods, food supplements and fortified foods: 

 

 
 

The highest number of notifications in the product group fruits, vegetables and legumes was 

for oranges, lemons and peppers (5 notifications each) and dried figs with 4 notifications. In 

the product group nuts, nut products and seeds there were 11 notifications for peanuts, 8 noti-

fications for sesame seeds and 7 notifications for pistachios. 

  

Food supplements are again in first place in the evaluation of notifications by product in Janu-

ary 2023 with 19 notifications, followed by peanuts and sesame seeds: 
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In the evaluation of the notifications according to hazard categories, pathogenic micro-organ-

isms were again in the lead in January with 81 notifications, followed by pesticides (53 notifi-

cations) and mycotoxins (30 notifications): 
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In January, Salmonella was the cause for 46 notifications and aflatoxins for 26 notifications. 

Notifications due to chlorpyrifos were the cause of 16 notifications: 

 

 
 

Finally, the evaluation of the notifications according to the country of origin of the product: 
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The highest number of notifications were received from Türkiye with 25 notifications. France 

with 21 notifications and Poland with 20 notifications are in second and third place. 

 

2 Update on pesticides and contaminants 

2.1 Regulation (EU) 2023/127 

With Regulation (EU) 2023/127, dated January 18, 2023, Annex II of Regulation (EC) 

396/2005 was amended with regard to the maximum residue levels of acequinocyl. The regu-

lation applies from February 23, 2023. For more information on the new maximum levels, 

please refer to the linked regulation text. 

 

2.2 Regulation (EU) 2023/ 129 

With Regulation (EU) 2023/129 of January 18, 2023, maximum levels were set 

for the following residues of: 

 

 azoxystrobin 

 prosulfocarb 

 sedaxane  

 valifenalate  

 

have been amended or newly introduced. The regulation will apply from February 26, 2023. 

For further information on the new maximum levels, please refer to the linked regulation text. 

 

2.3 Regulation (EU) 2023/147 

With Regulation (EU) 2023/147 of January 20, 2023, maximum residue levels for: 

 

 cyromazine 

 topramezone 

 triflumizole  

 

have been amended or newly introduced. The regulation is valid from July 09 2023. For fur-

ther information on the new maximum residue levels, please refer to the linked regulation 

text. 

2.4 Regulation (EU) 2023/163 

With Regulation (EU) 22023/163 of January 18, 2023, maximum residue levels of DDT and 

oxathiapiprolin were changed or newly introduced. The regulation is valid from February 08, 

2023. For further information on the new maximum residue levels, please refer to the linked 

regulation text. 

 

 

 

 

https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/PDF/?uri=CELEX:32023R0127&qid=1675676347569&from=EN
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/PDF/?uri=CELEX:32023R0129&qid=1675676397618&from=EN
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/PDF/?uri=CELEX:32023R0147&qid=1675676824844&from=EN
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/PDF/?uri=CELEX:32023R0163&qid=1675676434802&from=EN


Safefood-Online 
Identify risks and increase opportunities  

 

page 7/10 

2.5 Regulation VO (EU) 2023/173 

With Regulation (EU) 2023/173 of January 26, 2023, maximum residue levels of: 

 

 1-methyl- 3-(trif luormethyl)-1H-pyrazole-4-carboxamide (PAM) 

 cycloxydim 

 Cyf lumetofen 

 Cyf luthrin 

 metobromuron  

 penthiopyrad  

 

were amended or newly introduced. The regulation applies from August 16, 2023. For further 

information on the new maximum levels, please refer to the linked regulation text. 

 

2.6 Per- and polyfluorinated alkyl substances (PFAS) 

In our last newsletter we already reported on new maximum 

levels for perfluoroalkyl substances (PFAS) in food. On Janu-

ary 13, 2023, the German Federal Institute for Risk Assess-

ment (BfR) submitted a proposal for restriction under the 

REACH Regulation to the European Chemicals Agency in a 

notification. 

 

 

3 NEWS – Food Safety 

content 

US: Sesame shortcut: Allergen law backfires as food companies bypass new regulation 

Food allergen recalls in the United Kingdom: A critical analysis of reported recalls from 

2016 to 2021 

Strengthening Food Safety Systems in the central Asia regional economic cooperation 

member countries 

World Economic Forum (WEF) warns of “multiple food crises to follow” as more price 

shocks look certain 

Audits find gaps in seafood controls in Iceland 

Analysis of Analytically Challenging Compounds–Including Toxicologically Critical Pesti-

cides and Metabolites– in Infant Formulae and Milk from the EU/EFTA-Market 

Recall of mushrooms from China is expanded 

One died in a Swiss Listeria outbreak traced to smoked fish 

Honey in Canada recalled over presence of metronidazole 

EFSA: Microbiological safety of aged meat 

EFSA: Scientific opinion on the tolerable upper intake level of selenium  

UK (Food Standards Agency): Consolidated Annual Report and Accounts 2021–2022 

 

https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/PDF/?uri=CELEX:32023R0173&qid=1675676487724&from=EN
https://www.bfr.bund.de/cm/349/per-and-polyfluoroalkyl-substances-pfass-proposal-for-restriction-under-the-reach-regulation.pdf
https://www.foodingredientsfirst.com/news/sesame-shortcut-allergen-law-backfires-as-food-companies-bypass-new-regulation.html
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0956713522005680?via%3Dihub
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0956713522005680?via%3Dihub
https://www.adb.org/sites/default/files/publication/850436/cwwp-011-food-safety-systems-carec-member-countries.pdf
https://www.adb.org/sites/default/files/publication/850436/cwwp-011-food-safety-systems-carec-member-countries.pdf
https://www.foodingredientsfirst.com/news/wef-warns-of-multiple-food-crises-to-follow-as-more-price-shocks-look-certain.html
https://www.foodingredientsfirst.com/news/wef-warns-of-multiple-food-crises-to-follow-as-more-price-shocks-look-certain.html
https://www.foodsafetynews.com/2023/01/audits-find-gaps-in-seafood-controls-in-iceland/
https://ejournal.cvuas.de/docs/cvuas_ejournal_202315.pdf
https://ejournal.cvuas.de/docs/cvuas_ejournal_202315.pdf
https://www.foodsafetynews.com/2023/01/recall-of-mushrooms-from-china-is-expanded/
https://www.foodsafetynews.com/2023/01/one-died-in-swiss-listeria-outbreak-traced-to-smoked-fish/
https://www.foodsafetynews.com/2023/01/honey-in-canada-recalled-over-presence-of-metronidazole/
https://efsa.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/epdf/10.2903/j.efsa.2023.7745
https://efsa.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/epdf/10.2903/j.efsa.2023.7704
https://www.food.gov.uk/sites/default/files/media/document/Consolidated%20Annual%20Report%20and%20Accounts%20202122.pdf
https://www.bfr.bund.de/cm/349/per-and-polyfluoroalkyl-substances-pfass-proposal-for-restriction-under-the-reach-regulation.pdf
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4 NEWS – Food Fraud 

United Kingdom: Horsegate 10 years on… is our food any safer? 

NIR shows its worth in fraudulent cinnamon detection   

US tightens organic regulations to weed out fraud 

Australia: Shocking research reveals endangered sharks found in Aussie fish and chips 

Ireland: A decade on: How the horsemeat scandal changed the way the world thinks of food 

safety 

 

 

5 Insects as Novel Food: Actual Status 

At the end of January 2022, insects in food was in the focus of the media press: 

 

 
Euronews                      le progress             new food magazine 

 
 

The background were 2 (implementing) EU-Regulations, which came into force on January 

24 and January 26: 

 

- Implementing Regulation (EU)) 2023/5: Authorization of the partially defatted powder of 

Acheta domesticus (domestic cricket) as an admixture in various foods. 

 

- Implementing Regulation (EU) 2023/58: Approval of the larvae of Alophitobius daperimi-us 

(cereal mold beetle) in dried, frozen, powdered and paste-like form as an additive in various 

foods. 

 

In the EU, "Novel Food" is regulated in Article 1 a) of the Regulation (EU 2015/2283).  

Products are covered by the Novel Food Regulation if they have not been used for human 

consumption to any significant extent in the European Union before May 15, 1997. 

 

In addition to the approvals from January 2023, there are also the following approvals in the 

area of "insects" as Novel Food: 

 

• Implementing Regulation (EU) 2021/882: authorization of the dried larvae of Tenebrio  

molitor (yellow mealworm). 

 

• Implementing Regulation (EU) 2021/1975: Authorization of Locusta migratoria (migra-

tory hayworm) in frozen, dried and powdered form 

https://www.thegrocer.co.uk/food-safety/horsegate-10-years-on-is-our-food-any-safer/675174.article
https://www.securingindustry.com/food-and-beverage/nir-shows-its-worth-in-fraudulent-cinnamon-detection/s104/a15043/#.Y-IQli9XZHd
https://www.just-food.com/news/us-tightens-organic-regulations-to-weed-out-fraud/
https://www.news.com.au/technology/science/animals/shocking-research-reveals-endangered-sharks-found-in-aussie-fish-and-chips/news-story/7357764ffba87fdef63f66483658bcfd
https://www.irishtimes.com/health/2023/01/07/a-decade-on-how-the-horsemeat-scandal-changed-the-way-the-world-thinks-of-food-safety/
https://www.irishtimes.com/health/2023/01/07/a-decade-on-how-the-horsemeat-scandal-changed-the-way-the-world-thinks-of-food-safety/
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/PDF/?uri=CELEX:32023R0005&qid=1675678766973&from=EN
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/PDF/?uri=CELEX:32023R0058&qid=1675678804074&from=EN
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/PDF/?uri=CELEX:32021R0882&qid=1675678856080&from=EN
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/PDF/?uri=CELEX:32021R1975&from=EN
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• Implementing Regulation: 2022/188: Authorization of Acheta domesticus (house cricket) 

in frozen, dried and powdered form. 

 

The implementing regulations also contains, in particular, conditions for placing on the 

market such as: 

 

• Food (groups) to which the novel food may be added in combination with maximum  

levels. 

 

• Additional specific labelling requirements 

 

• Specification with (compositional requirements, microbiological criteria, maximum levels  

for certain residues). 

 

There is a so-called "Union list" of novel foods according to Commission Implementing  

Regulation (EU) 2017/2470. Linked is the consolidated version with status August 09, 2022. 

Therefore, the latest authorizations are not yet mentioned. Here you can find an overview with 

all "updates". 

 

In this context, we would also like to draw your attention to a recent publi-

cation entitled "Novel Foods and Edible Insects in the European Union". 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please forward your suggestions, questions and requests regarding this newsletter directly to:  

info@safefood-online.de 

 

https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/PDF/?uri=CELEX:32022R0188&from=EN
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/HTML/?uri=CELEX:02017R2470-20220829&qid=1675847519853&from=EN
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/HTML/?uri=CELEX:02017R2470-20220829&qid=1675847519853&from=EN
https://food.ec.europa.eu/safety/novel-food/authorisations/union-list-novel-foods_en
https://link.springer.com/book/10.1007/978-3-031-13494-4
mailto:info@safefood-online.de
https://link.springer.com/book/10.1007/978-3-031-13494-4
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Disclaimer: Despite careful content control we assume no liability for the content of external links. For the content of linked pages their oper-
ators are responsible. 

 

 

General use policies: 

 

1. The company safefood-online GmbH (in the following "safefood-online" called), Birkenweg.18 business address, D-68723 

Schwetzingen, operates under the Internet address www.safefood-online.de a website on the Internet, that provides information 

and communication. The object of the enterprise is the maintenance of an Internet database for the representation of risk assess-

ment and food safety. 

2. As a provider of a teleservice safefood-online personal information (details about personal or factual circumstances of an identi-

fied or identifiable person) will collect only so much or use as is necessary to execute the teleservice (stock data). The processing 
and use of inventory data for other purposes only if you as the user grant your express consent. Neither of us using the website is 

considered as consent, nor is the use of safefood-online-site of the issuance of your agreement. 

3. You have the right to have your consent to the storage, processing and use of your data at any time to revoke, effective for the 

future. The withdrawal may be made in writing or electronically. Do you want to withdraw your consent, please send an e-mail to 

info@ safefood-online.de 

4. Responsibility for Content 

a. safefood-online is to its own website content according to general laws. 

b. For third-party content that is hosted in the website to use, safefood-online is only responsible, it is aware of the con-

tents and the technical and reasonable possibility exists to prevent its use. 

c. Liability for external content, which is only accessible from our safefood-online, is excluded. The automatic and tem-

porary storage of external content due to user query is regarded as access mediation. We assume no liability or guaran-

tee for the content of Internet sites to which our website refers directly or indirectly. Visitors follow links to other web-

sites and homepages at their own risk and use them in accordance with the terms and conditions of those sites. 

d. Obligations to restrict the usage of illicit content according to general laws remains unaffected if safefood-online, 
while maintaining the secrecy of telecommunications pursuant to § 88 TKG of such contents and the bar is technically 

possible and reasonable. 

5. Legal Notices 
The company safefood-online strives to provide on this website is accurate and complete information available. However, it as-

sumes no liability or guarantee for the topicality, correctness and completeness of the information provided. We reserve the right, 

without prior notice, changes or additions to the information provided. 

6. Copyrights 

The content of this website is protected by copyright. Safefood-online visitors, however, granted the right to store on this website 

in whole or text and reproduce. For copyright reasons, the storage and reproduction of images or graphics on this site is prohib-

ited. 
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Birkenweg 18 

D-68723 Schwetzingen  
Phone: +49 (0) 62 02 / 92 36 97 

Fax: +49 (0) 62 02 / 92 36 96 

E-mail: info@safefood-online.com 
Internet: www.safefood-online.com 

 

Personally liable partner:  
Dr. Bernhard Müller 

 

Registered Office: Schwetzingen 
Commercial Register: Amtsgericht Mannheim, HRB 710365 
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DE 274 106 454 
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